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Ljznd of Punt — In search of the divine land of the Eg^ptians 


INTRODUCTION 

The Land of Punt, also called Pwenet or Pwene n^^ fuui by the ancient 
Egyptians, was a trading partner of Egypt. It was known for producing 
and exporting gold, incense, aromatic resins, ebony, ivory, tortoise shells 
and wild animals. The name is known from ancient Egyptian records of 
trade expeditions to it. 

The Egyptians called the Land of Punt Ta Netjer. Literally translated, this 
means the Land of the Gods. Since Ra, the sun god, held a very 
important place in the Egyptian pantheon, historians believe that Punt 
was referred to as the Abode of the Gods because of its location to the 
east of Egypt, in the direction of the sunrise. The name could also refer 
to the superior wood imported from Punt, which went into the building 
of Egyptian temples and to the incense brought from Punt that were 
used extensively in religious rituals of the ancient Egyptians. 

Older literature (and current non-mainstream literature) maintained that 
the label ''Land of God”, when interpreted as "holy land” or "land of the 
gods/ancestors” or "divine land”, meant that the ancient Eg 3 rptians 
viewed the Land of Punt as their ancestral homeland. WM Flinders Petrie 
(1894) believed that the Dynastic Race came from or through Punt and 
EA WaUis Budge (1914) stated that the Egyptian tradition of the Dynastic 
Period held that the aboriginal home of the Egyptians was Punt. Queen 
Hatshepsut’s temple inscriptions at Luxor reveal that her divine mother 
goddess, Hathor, was from Punt — with strong indications that the 
pharaohs considered the origin of their culture to be the Land of Punt. 

The first clear mention of Punt comes from the Old Kingdom. As 
written on the so-called Palermo Stone, about 2500 BCE during the reign 
of King Sahure, an expedition to Punt returned with 80,000 measures of 
{anti), 23,030 staves — wood being precious to a desert country like 
Egypt — and 6,000 measures of electrum, a natural alloy of gold and 
silver, among other items. What is not written on the Palermo Stone is 
where Punt lies or how to get there. 
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A 4th Dynasty relief shows a Puntite with one of Pharaoh Khufu’s sons, 
and in the 5th Dynasty documents show regular trade between the two 
countries. Among the many treasures brought to Egypt from Punt were 
gold, ebony, wild animals, animal skins, ivory, tortoise shells, spices, 
precious woods, cosmetics, incense and incense trees. The roots found 
outside of her complex at Deir al-Bahari are believed to be the roots of 
the incense trees brought back from Punt by Hatshepsut’s expedition in 
1493 BCE. 

In the 12th Dynasty, Punt was immortalized in Egyptian literature in the 
very popular Tak of the Shipwrecked Sailor in which an Egyptian sailor 
converses with a great serpent who caUs himself the ''Lord of Punt” and 
sends the sailor back to Egypt laden with gold, spices and precious 
animals. Perhaps because of this tale Punt became more and more a 
semi-mythical land to the Egyptians and, after the 18th Dynasty 
Hatshepsut’s voyages there, no more is written about it in any factual 
way. Exactly why Punt was elevated from reality into mythology is not 
known but, after the 18th Dynasty, the land receded further and further 
in the minds of the Egyptians until it was lost in legend and folklore. 

Queen Hatshepsut of the 18th Dynasty made a voyage to Punt in the 
15th century BCE and had the details of the journey recorded on the 
walls of her temple at Deir el-Bahari. A large relief of a trading mission to 
Punt is featured on the walls of the temple. One large scene portrays 
Punt itself, including beehive-shaped houses on stilts shaded by palm and 
trees. Another scene depicts Hatshepsut’s fleet of ships departing for and 
arriving at the distant country, where they were ''loaded very heavily with 
the marvels of the land of Punt” for the return voyage. They brought 
back living trees to Egypt, marking the first known successful attempt at 
transplanting foreign fauna. Reliefs on the walls of the temple show the 
chief of the Puntites and his wife receiving the envoys from Egypt with 
all honors. We even know the names of the rulers of Punt during 
Hatshepsut’s reign: Parehu and his wife Ati. From the descriptions that 
survived, the land of Punt was a peaceful and prosperous country that 
seemed to have a wide variety of highly valued goods to trade. 
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Punt came to hold a strange fascination for the Egyptian people as a 
‘‘land of plenty” and was known as the Land of the Gods, from which all 
good things came to Egypt. The leopard skins from Punt were worn by 
priests, the gold became statuary, the incense was burned in the temples. 
Punt was also associated with Egyptian ancestry in that it came to be seen 
as their ancient homeland and, further, the land where the gods lived. 

The exact location of the Land of Punt is unknown, and through the 
years it has been cited as part of Arabia, the Horn of Africa, present-day 
Somalia, the Sudan or Eritrea. The debate goes on as to where Punt was 
located, with scholars and historians on every side offering plausible 
supports for their claims. 
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EXPEDITI0NS TO THE LAND OF PUNT 

The earliest recorded Egyptian expedition to Punt was organized by 
Pharaoh Sahure of the 5th Dynasty (25th century BCE). As written on 
the so-called Palermo Stone, an expedition to Punt returned with 80,000 
measures of which scholars believe to be frankincense. 

Sahure’s expedition also brought back 23,030 staves - wood being 
precious to a desert country like Egypt - and 6,000 measures of electrum, 
a natural alloy o f gold and silver, among other items. Fragments from the 
decoration of this king’s mortuary temple at Abusir are interpreted as a 
representation of the inhabitants of Punt. 

Subsequendy, there were more expeditions to Punt in the 6th, 11 th, 12th 
and 18th Dynasties of Egypt. In the reign of Mentuhotep III (llth 
Dynasty, ca 2000 BCE), an officer named Hannu organized one or more 
voyages to Punt with three thousand men who transported material for 
building ships, but it is uncertain whether he personally traveled on these 
expeditions. Trading missions of the 12th Dynasty pharaohs Senusret I, 
Amenemhat II and Amenemhat IV had also successfully navigated their 
way to and from the mysterious Land of Punt. 

In the 12th Dynasty, trade with Punt was celebrated in popular literature 
in the Tak of the Shipwrecked Sailor in which an Egyptian sailor converses 
with a ''great serpent” who calls himself the ''Lord of Punt” and sends 
the sailor back to Egypt laden with gold, spices, incense, elephants’ tusks, 
and precious animals: 

‘^Suddenlj I heard a noise as of thunder, which I thought to be that of a wave of the 
sea, The trees shook, and the Earth moved. I uncovered my face, and I saw that a 

Great Serpent drew near . his hody was as overlaid with gold, and his color as 

that of true la^li . it was the Lord of the Eand of Punt ... ” 

Queen Hatshepsut of the 18th Dynasty (reigned ca 1472 — 1458 BC) 
made a voyage to Punt. Voyages to the ''Divine Land” eventually became 
routine. During her reign, ships regularly crossed the Red Sea in order to 
obtain bitumen, copper, carved amulets, naphtha and other goods 
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transported overland and down the Dead Sea to Elat at the head of the 
gulf of Aqaba where they were joined with incense coming north both by 
sea and overland along trade routes through the mountains running north 
along the east coast of the Red Sea. 

The story of Hatshepsut’s expedition to the Land of Punt is recorded for 
posterity in the Egyptian art on the wali of her memorial temple at Deir 
el-Bahari, known for Hatshepsut’s famous expedition that sailed to Punt 
in 1493 BCE. This expedition, if not the largest, was far and away the 
most thoroughly chronicled. A large relief of a trading mission to Punt is 
featured on the walls of the temple, which brought back living trees to 
Egypt, marking the first known successful attempt at transplanting 
foreign fauna. The variety of trees that grew in Punt suggests that Punt 
was a lush, tropical land — in sharp contrast to the Egyptian desert. 

Hatshepsut’s 18th dynasty successors, such as Thutmose III and 
Amenhotep III also continued the Egyptian tradition of trading with 
Punt. The last known expedition to Punt occurred under Rameses III of 
the 20th Dynasty, in the 12th century BCE. An ancient papyrus records 
that Rameses III ''constructedgreat transport vessels ... loaded with limitless goods 
from Eg)pt, ... Th^ reached the Eand of Punt, unaffected bj (anj) misfortune, saf e 
and respectedr 

The trade with Punt terminated prior to the end of Egypt’s New 
Kingdom. From here on, trade contacts seem to have been non-existent, 
references to Punt envisage it as a fabled and magical land. The exception 
is a reference to the Mountain of Punt which occurred as an inscription 
on a damaged stela found at Tel Defenneh dating back to the 26th 
Dynasty. It also declares a miracle and a blessing that there was rain upon 
the Mountain of Punt in late December or early January. 
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Hatshepsut Expedition 

Hatshepsut is a daughter of Thothmes I, third Pharaoh of the 18th 
Dynasty, and of his wife, Ahmes Nefertari. She inherited sovereign rights 
in virtue of her maternal descent from the old 12th Dynasty line. 

The story of Hatshepsut’s expedition to the Land of Punt is recorded for 
posterity in the Egyptian art on the wali of her memorial temple at Deir 
el-Bahari (Arabic for ''The Northern Monastery”), a complex of mortuary 
temples and tombs located on the west bank of the Nile. It is separated 
from the Valley of The Kings by the peak of El-Qurn (Arabic for "The 
Horn” known to the Egyptians as "Dehent”) and lies direcdy across the 
water from the temple complexes at Karnak and Luxor in Thebes. The 
mountain formed a natural pyramid towering over the Valley of The 
Kings and Deir el-Bahari, and was sacred to Hathor and Meretseger. 



Figure 1 - The Temple of Hatshepsut at Deir el-Bahari complex. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons, uploaded by Avala. 
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The first to leave a description of the abandoned Coptic monastery that 
had once stood on top of the ruins of the Temple of Hatshepsut was the 
famous English explorer Richard Pococke who stopped here in 1737. 
Jean-Fran^ois ChampoUion copied the texts from the temple’s granite 
portals and the waUs of the Main Sanctuary of Amon-Ra. John Gardner 
Wilkinson introduced the name Deir el-Bahari (''Northern Monastery”) 
in World literature in 1835. Richard Lepsius foUowed with the 
identification of the ruins as a Temple of Hatshepsut. 

Regular excavations were started by French archaeologist Auguste 
Mariette (1821 — 1881), the founder of the Egyptian Antiquities Service. 
Archaeological investigations of the Deir el-Bahari complex were begun 
in 1881, after objects belonging to the missing pharaohs began to turn up 
in the antiquities market. French archaeologist Gaston Maspero (1846 — 
1916), director of the Egyptian Antiquities Service at the time, went to 
Luxor in 1881 and began to apply pressure to the Abdou El-Rasoul 
family, residents of Gurnah who had for generations been tomb robbers. 

The first institution of great merit for Egyptological studies was a mission 
of the Egypt Exploration Fund (EEF) directed by a French archaeologist 
Edouard NaviUe (1844 — 1926). Excavations at the temple began in the 
1890s. Between 1893 and 1899 it managed to clear the Upper Terrace 
and most of the buried courtyards, chapels and colonnades. Roofs were 
installed over the portico of the obeUsks and the porticoes of the Middle 
Terrace. The walls of the Main Sanctuary of Amon-Ra were reinforced 
and a provisional protection was carried out of the Sun Altar, Royal Cult 
complex, Hathor Chapel and lower northern portico. In 1911, NaviUe 
turned over his concession on Deir el-Bahari (which allowed him sole 
excavator’s rights), and the legendary Herbert Winlock began what would 
be 25 years of excavation and restoration. Winlock arrived in Deir el- 
Bahari at the head of a mission of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
which stayed there for the next twenty years (1911 — 1931), penetrating 
the terraces and the two ramps of the uncovered temple. 

When Leszek D^browski came with his group of speciaUsts from Warsaw 
University’s Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology (PCMA), they found 
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row upon row of decorated blocks arranged by their illustrious 
predecessors, waiting to be restored to their original positions in the 
walls, columns and architraves of the temple. The Poles had been invited 
to take over the project by the Egyptian Antiquities Organization. 
Kazimierz Michalowski remained at the head of this mission from its 
inception in the autumn of 1961 to his death in 1981. 

Archaeological Discoveries 

The first pharaoh to build at Deir el-Bahari was Nebhepetre Montuhotep 
II, of the Eleventh Dynasty who reunified the country after the First 
Intermediate Period. He chose to build his mortuary temple and tomb at 
Deir el-Bahari instead of with those of his predecessors at Dra Abu el- 
Naga and also pioneered a new architectural style which despite its fresh 
look seems to have been inspired by the form of Old Kingdom pyramid 
complexes. He constructed a valley temple (now completely destroyed) 
connected by a long causeway to a mortuary temple which he named Akh 
Sut Nebhepetre (‘'Splendid are the places of Nebhepetre”). The mortuary 
temple consisted of a terrace perched against the cliff with a large stone 
edifice (described as a mastaba by some and a pyramid by others) above it 
and a deep shaft to his tomb below it. 

The tombs of six princesses were found within the enclosure of the 
mortuary temple of Montuhotep. The tombs were excavated during the 
first phase of construction but their entrances were covered with 
masonry when the temple was enlarged. Each tomb contained a 
sarcophagus formed out of six large slabs joined together with metaUic 
strips. Each sarcophagus was beautifully decorated with scenes of daily 
life and the presentation of offerings. 

Many of Montuhotep’s officials were buried in tombs excavated from the 
cliffs around his mortuary temple including; the chancellor Akhtoy, 
viziers Dagi (TT103 Sheikh Abd el-Qurna) and Ipi (TTS 15 Deir el- 
Bahari), the treasurer Khety (TTS 11 Deir el-Bahari), royal guardsman 
Horhotep (TTS 14 Deir el-Bahari) and chief steward Henenu (TTSIS 
Deir el-Bahari). There is also a mass grave in which sixty soldiers were 
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interred. It is thought that they all died during active Service in Nubia and 
were given the honor of being buried close to their pharaoh. 

Amenhotep I built a temple at Deir el-Bahari and buried his Great Royal 
Wife (Ahmose-Meritamun) nearby in Theban Tomb. However, 
Amenhotep’s temple was in the prime spot chosen by Hatshepsut for her 
mortuary temple and so it was dismantied in order to aUow her 
monument to be constructed. It seems that the original plan was to build 
her mortuary temple beside his, but the addition of the lower terrace 
meant that it had to be removed in its entirety. The only remaining 
evidence that the temple existed are a few bricks inscribed with 
Amenhotep’s name. The statues of the pharaoh were moved to 
Montuhotep’s mortuary temple. 

Hatshepsut built the largest, best preserved and arguably the most 
impressive temple at the site, her mortuary temple named Djeser-Djeseru 
(‘'Holy of Holies”), best-preserved of the three complexes. Her mortuary 
temple is clearly inspired by that of Montuhotep and was built so that the 
colonnades at each side of the Central ramp her temple correspond with 
the two levels of Montuhotep’s mortuary temple. After her death her 
temple was vandalized by Thuthmosis II and then by Akhenaten (because 
of his antipathy towards Amon). 

Senenmut (who was Hatshepsut’s adviser, tutor to her daughter and 
possibly her lover) was given the honor of having a tomb (TT353 Deir el- 
Bahari) constructed within the precinct of her Mortuary Temple. He also 
had a tomb built in Sheikh Abd el-Qurna (TT71) and so the tomb at Deir 
el-Bahari is known as the ''secret” tomb. It was badly damaged in 
antiquity, but some of the decoration is stiU visible. It is an unusually large 
tomb but it was not finished and Senenmut was buried in his other tomb. 
Unfortunately for him, his other tomb was also vandalized. 

Thuthmosis III also built a temple complex here which he dedicated to 
Amon. It was intended to replace Hatshepsut’s mortuary temple as the 
focus of the ‘‘Beautiful Festival of the Valley” but was badly damaged 
during the 20th Dynasty. After that time it was used a source of building 
materials and in Christian times became the site of a Coptic cemetery. 
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During the 1870’s, a number of items from the ancient tombs appeared 
for sale in Egypt. Following investigations by Maspero and his assistant 
Brugsch it was confirmed that a Family living in the village of Quma had 
discovered a tomb and had been looting items over a period of years. 
Ironically, the tomb (listed as TT320 or DB320) turned out to house a 
number of pharaohs who had been moved there in order to protect them 
from tomb robbers. The cache held over fifty mummies including those 
of King Seqenenre Taa II, Ahmose I, Amenhotep I, Tutmosis I, II and 
III, Seti I and Ramesses II, III, and IX, Pinudgjem I and II and Siamun. 

A cache of 163 reburied mummies of the Priests of Amon were also 
found in a tomb at Bab el-Gasus. It is thought that these priests were the 
ones who organized the reburial of the pharaohs mummies in TT320. 

During the Ptolemaic period, Hatshepsut’s mortuary temple was adapted 
to form a shrine to Amenhotep son of Hapu and Imhotep. In the Late 
Period the place was frequented by a group of ironworkers from 
Hermonthis. 

In the mid-1970s, Abdel Monem Abdel Haleem Sayed of the University 
of Alexandria, Egypt, conducted test excavations at Wadi Gawasis, and 
found potsherds with painted (hieratic) inscriptions and inscribed stelae 
recording expeditions to Bia-Punt (the ‘‘mine” of Punt) from a locality 
caUed from the reigns of Senusret I, Amenenhat II, Senusret II and 
Senusret III. Sayed also uncovered some carved, round-topped anchors 
and a fragment of carved cedar timber with a mortise, most likely from a 
ship. Based on this evidence Sayed suggested that Mersa/Wadi Gawasis 
was the pharaonic port of Sswiv for seafaring expeditions to Punt in the 
12th Dynasty. 

Another unearthing actual evidence of trade with Punt occurred during 
excavations beginning in 2001. Here, a team led by Kathryn Bard and 
Rodolfo Fattovich revealed ceremonial structures, ship timbers, stone 
anchors, ropes, and other artifacts dating to early and later 12th Dynasty. 
They also uncovered actual products presumably brought from Punt, 
including carboni2ed ebony woods and obsidian (a volcanic glass), as weU 
as blades of a steering oar. They even found cargo boxes bearing painted 
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hieroglyphic text describing the contents as the 'Vonderful things of 
Punt” (Bard 2011). 

Archaeological evidence including pictures on pottery and rocks suggest 
that a species of cattle, ^^ebu or brahman (Bos indicus) originating in South 
Asia, were present in Egypt around 2000 BCE. Bos indicus are beUeved to 
have first appeared in Sub-Saharan Africa between 700 and 1500 CE, and 
were introduced to the Horn of African around 1000 CE (Marshall 1989). 

At the Radiology Clinic of the Bonn Universitatsklinikum, the corpus delicti 
— a plain flacon from among the possessions of Hatshepsut — was 
subjected to computerized axial tomography scan (CAT scan) in 2011. It 
became obvious very quickly that what they had found was not dried-up 
perfume. The mix contained large amounts of palm oil and nutmeg apple 
oil. 

WALL-SCULPTURES in THE MiDDLE COLONNADE 

Hatshepsut considered her famous Punt expedition the greatest 
achievement recorded during the time of her reign. On her return this 
remarkable queen ordered to build a magnificent memorial temple that 
resembled exactly what she had seen. The Djeser-Djeseru at Deir el-Bahri 
is enormously built as her memorial, and mortuary temple. This mortuary 
temple which is dedicated to Amon is situated next to the mortuary 
temple of Mentuhotep II, considered one of the architectural wonders of 
ancient Egypt. The depictions of the expedition to Punt is iUustrated in 
the middle colonnade. 

The walls on the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru are iUustrated with 
Hatshepsut’s autobiography, including detailed depictions of her fabled 
trip to the Land of Punt, including the sea journey and even the reception 
offered by the Chief of Punt. The reliefs show the expedition leaving 
Egypt in two boats and arriving in the exotic land of Punt. A small force 
establishes a camp to protect the traders, but the people of Punt welcome 
them in friendship and so no fighting is necessary. The Chief of Punt and 
his wife are introduced to an Egyptian officer and then they visit their 
viUage in which the houses seem to sit on stilts. The Egyptians hold a 
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feast for the people of Punt, who in turn given them incense, gold and 
other things. The Egyptians then return to their boats carrying all kinds 
of exotic and precious items. In the final scenes, the expedition returns 
home laden heavy with precious cargo including, incense, incense trees, 
ebony, gold/electrum, leopard skin, ivory, cattle, macaques and other 
animals. Hatshepsut holds a procession to the Temple of Amon-Ra 
where sacrifices are held and the tributes are given to the temple. 

Also discovered at Djeser-Djeseru were to be believed as the intact roots 
of incense trees, which once decorated the front fa^ade of the temple. 
These trees were believed to be coUected by Hatshepsut in her expedition 
to Punt; according to the histories, she brought back five shiploads of 
goodies, including flora and fauna. 

The illustrations of the wall-sculptures on the middle colonnade of the 
Djeser-Djeseru were copied among others by Johannes Diimichen, a 
professor of egyptology in Strassburg, in the Historische inschriften 
altdgjjptischer Denkmdler (‘'Historical inscriptions of ancient Egyptian 
monuments”) in 1869; Auguste Mariette, a French archaeologist and 
egyptologist, in the Deir-El-Bahari^ Documents TopographiqueSy Historiques et 
Ethnographiques (''Deir-El-Bahari, Topographical, Historical and 
Ethnographic Documents”) in 1877; Amelia Ann Blanford Edwards, an 
EngUsh egyptologist, in the Pharaohs Fellahs and ExplorerSy Chapter 8: Queen 
ELatasUy and Her Expedition to the Eand of Punt in 1891; and Edouard 
Naville, a Swiss archaeologist and egyptologist, in The Temple of Deir El 
Bahari in 1898. 

The author presents illustrations of the waU-sculptures on the middle 
colonnade of the Djeser-Djeseru made by Duemichen (1869), Mariette 
(1877) and Naville (1898) as below. Most of the descriptions and 
hieroglyph transliterations are cited from Naville’s and Edwards’ reports, 
omitting their personal opinions and adding Information by other 
authors. 
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Figure 2 — lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Johannes Duemichen (1869) (continued). 
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Figure 2 - lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Johannes Duemichen (1869) (continued). 
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Figure 2 - lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Johannes Duemichen (1869) (continued). 
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Figure 2 — lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Johannes Duemichen (1869) (continued). 
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Figure 2 - lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Johannes Duemichen (1869) (continued). 
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Figure 2 — lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Johannes Duemichen (1869) (continued). 
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Figure 2 - lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Johannes Duemichen (1869) (continued). 
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Figure 2 - lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Johannes Duemichen (1869) (continued). 



























































Figure 3 — lUustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Auguste Mariette (1877) (continued). 
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Figure 3 — Illustrations of wall-sculptures in the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru by 
Auguste Mariette (1877) (continued). 
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A report of five-ship voyage survives on reliefs in Hatshepsut’s mortuary 
temple at Deir el-Bahari. Throughout the temple texts, Hatshepsut 
maintains the fiction that her envoy Chancellor Nehsi, who is mentioned 
as the head of the expedition, had travelled to Punt ''in order to extract 
tribute from the natives” who admit their allegiance to the Egyptian 
pharaoh. In reality, Nehsi’s expedition was a simple trading mission to a 
land, Punt, which was by this time a well-established trading post. 
Moreover, Nehsi’s visit to Punt was not inordinately brave since he was 
accompanied by at least five shiploads of Egyptian marines and greeted 
warmly by the chief of Punt and his immediate family. The Puntites 
traded not only in their own produce of incense, ebony and short-horned 
cattle, but also gold, ivory and animal skins. According to the temple 
reliefs, the Land of Punt was ruled at that time by Chief Parehu and his 
wife Ati. This well illustrated expedition of Hatshepsut occurred in year 9 
of the Hatshepsut’s reign with the blessing of the god Amon: 

''Said hy Amon^ the Lord of the Thrones of the Tm Land: ^Come, come in peace mj 
daughtefy thegracefuly who art in my hearty KingMaatkare [ie Hatshepsut] ... J will 
give thee Punt y the whole of it... I will lead y our soldiers by land and by wateVy on 
mysterious shoreSy which join the harbors of dnti ... They will take dnti as much as 
they like. Phey will load their ships to the satisfaction of their hearts with trees ofgreen 
[ie fresh] dntiy and all the good things of the land."" ” 

The description of the expedition begins with the two figures (Figure 4). 
Here we see five Egyptian ships arriving. The first two are already 
moored, and have struck their sails, while the three others are coming up 
with canvas spread; on the last one the reis or pilot gives the word of 
command: ‘‘to the port sidi\ The first ship has sent out a boat, which is 
unloading bags and large jars or amphoraSy probably containing the food 
and drink which is to be presented to the chief of Punt. The inscription 
in large characters above the ships is as foUows. 

“The navigation on the seay the starting on the good joumey to the Divine Tandy they 
landing happily in the Land of Punt by the soldiers of the King according to the 
prescription of the Lord of the GodSy Amony lord of the thrones of the two landsy in 
order to bring the precious products of the whole landy because of his great love towards 
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Figure 4 — Egyptian boats arriving at Punt (Naville 1898) 
















Figure 4 — Egyptian boats arriving at Punt (Naville 1898) (continued) 
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... [here the name of Hatshepsut is erased with some signs which 
foUowed, and it has been replaced by the name of Rameses II] ... to the 
kings who were in this land etemallyP 

The picture of the Land of Punt was divided into four rows (Figure 5). In 
two of them the separation is made by a line of water in which fishes and 
tortoises are swimming. What is seen above the water may be considered 
as taking-place in the immediate vicinity of the shore, whereas where 
there is a simple line under the figures they are meant to be further 
inland. 

On the shore we find the huts of the people; they are built on poles, with 
ladders giving access to them, evidently in order to protect the inmates 
against wild animals. These huts are made of wickerwork, probably of 
palm-stalks; they are all of the same shape and construction. They stand 
under the shade of palms, and of other trees having a conventional form, 
which, judging from the inscriptions, may signify incense and ebony trees. 
Near the huts they are certainly ebony trees, the branches of which are 
cut down by the Egyptians in great quantitiei\ and which are high enough 
for the cows to rest under their shade. 

The Puntite, unlike ancient Egyptians, had longer hair and littie facial 
hair. The Puntite is a tali, well-shaped man, his hair is brighter; his nose is 
straight, his beard long and pointed grows on his chain only; he wears 
only a loincloth with a belt in which a dagger is fixed. The inscription 
engraved in front of his body States that he is ‘‘The Great [Chief| of Punt, 
Parehd\ The left leg of the chief, Parehu, is covered with a bracing of 
rings. In one scene, his left hand holds a curved weapon. The Puntites are 
painted red, but not as dark as the Egyptians. He is foUowed by his wife, 
his two sons, and his daughter, to each of whom is attached a short 
inscription. The two youths are simply described as “his soni\ and the 
young giri as “his daughter^\ 

His spouse, a very singular and unbeautiful person, is described as “his 
wifey Atr. She wears a yellow dress, bracelets on her wrists, anklets on her 
ankles, and a necklace of alternate bead and chain work round her throat. 
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Her hair, like that of her daughter, is bound with a headband on the 
brow. Her features are repulsive, and her cheek is disfigured by facial 
wrinkles. She is hideously obese, her limbs and body being weighed down 
by roUs of skin. Her daughter, though evidendy quite young, already 
shows a tendency towards the same kind of deformity. The complexions 
of the whole family are painted of a light red, and their hair black, thus 
showing that they are not of negro race. The superimposed hieroglyphic 
inscription, which extends to some length beyond that of the illustration, 
States that ''Hither come the Great [Chief| of Punt, their backs bentj their heads 
bowedy to receive the soldiers of His Ma/esty'\ 

An ass or a pony, saddled with a thick cushion, and three attendants 
carrying short staves, bring up the rear of the procession. Over the ears 
of this beast of heavy burden is engraved in hieroglyphic characters, ‘‘The 
great ‘ass' that carries his wifd\ The men who guide and foUow the ass wear 
the upward-curved beard everywhere characteristic of the natives of Punt 
in Egyptian art. 

On the shore Hatshepsut’s royal envoy having landed, accompanied by 
his military escort, arranges on a table, or stand, the gifts which he has 
brought for presentation to the Prince of Punt. The envoy is in civil 
dress, and leans upon his staff of command. The soldiers are armed with 
spear and hatchet, and carry a large shield rounded at the top — the 
ordinary equipment of infantry of the line. Their captain carries no shield, 
but is armed with a bow, in addition to the spear and hatchet of his 
foUowers. We know from another inscription the name of this 
messenger: “he is called Nehsi\ the negro. His mission is quite peaceful. 
On a small table he has placed the presents offered by the queen, which 
are not of great value: necklaces, probably made of blue porcelain beads, 
an axe, a dagger and a few bracelets. 

The text above the table reads: “The landing of the rojal messenger in the Divine 
Tand^ with the soldiers who accompany him, in presence of the chiefs of Punty to bring 
allgood things from the sovereign (life, strength and health) to Hathor^ the lady of 
Punt J in order that she may grant life strength and health to HerMa/estyP This is a 
circuitous manner of stating that the said good things are intended, not 


32 



iMnd ofPunt— In search of the divine land of the Egfptians 

for the goddess, but as a means of exchange for the coveted products of 
Punt. 

Parehu seems afraid; he is raising his hands towards the Eg 5 ^tians. '‘The 
Corning of the chiefs of Punt y bowing and stooping in order to receive these soldiers; thej 
givepraise to ... Amon (probably put there instead of the queen).” 

Behind Parehu stood his wife, Ati, two sons and his daughter, as may be 
seen from Mariette’s publication. But this most valuable block has 
unfortunately disappeared, as well as the text it contained, which 
expressed the astonishment of the Puntites at the sight of the strangers. 
Naville gave a translation of their words as reproduced by Mariette: "They 
saj in asking for peace: jou arrived here on what waj, to this land which the 
Tgyptians did not know? Havejou come through the wajs of the skjy or have you 
travelled on water to the green landy the Divine Tand to which Ra has transported 
you? For the king of Egjjpt there is no closed wayy we live of the breath which he gives 


From what we see on the upper row the intercourse between the 
messenger and the Puntites soon becomes cordial. While the Egyptian 
sailors, assisted by the natives of Punt, are busily engaged in loading the 
ships, Hatshepsut’s envoy offers an official reception to Parehu, his wife 
and family. This parting interview is conducted with great ceremony on 
both sides. A tent has been pitched by order of the messenger, before 
which Parehu and his family, "the chiefs ofPunf\ appear again. '‘... the coming 
of the Chief of Punty bringing his goods on the shore in presence of the royal 
messenger T 

The Lady Ati is appareled as before, but the right leg of Parehu is covered 
from the ankle to above the knee with a close succession of metal rings. 
The objects which are brought, and which are called tributes, are properly 
goods to be exchanged against the products of Egypt; they consist of 
gold in rings, a heap of curved weapons, the same weapon which Parehu 
has in his hand, and a big heap of the famous incense called dnti^ of which 
there were several varieties, and of which the Egyptians made such great 
use that the procuring of it was the main reason which induced them to 
send expeditions to Punt. 
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The sons of Parehu, one of them carrying a bowl of gold-dust; an 
attendant bearing a large jar on his shoulder; and the ass, which has again 
enjoyed the unenviable privilege of carrying the Lady Ati, bring up the 
rear. The pile of dnti is here represented in a very summary fashion by a 
mere outline, but in some of the other subjects the little irregularly 
shaped lumps of the precious gum are all elaborately defined. The envoy 
stands in front of his pavilion - omitted in the illustration - and is 
apparently in the act of inviting his guests to partake of the banquet 
which, by order of Hatshepsut, he has prepared for them. 

The messenger is said to receive these things, but his queen has ordered 
him to be generous, and to show something of her royal hospitality. 
Nehsi will entertain the chiefs of Punt to a banquet in his tent. 

The considerable part of this wali which is lost contained very interesting 
scenes, of which fragments only have been recovered (Figure 6). The 
places where the fragments were found would make us think that this 
wali was ruined before the occupation of the temple by the Copts. 

There could be seen the huts of the negroes with the big dog crouching 
at the door; the Egyptians felling branches of ebony-trees, ‘‘cutting ebonj in 
great quantity'\ the wood being carried to the ships by the negroes, who 
brought also their dogs, which may have been used in Egypt for the 
chase of the antelope and the wild buU. In the ebony trees, under the 
shade of which the huts are built, birds have made their nests and laid 
eggs, which are being taken away by the Egyptians. It is difficult to 
recognize what birds they are, owing to the incorrectness of the 
proportions. The Eg 3 qDtians were seen also taking the eggs from the nests 
of the birds. A small fragment, the top of which is destroyed, shows the 
lower part of an animal which looks like a rhinoceros. The later 
discovered top part shows that it is a one-horned rhinoceros. 

The various scenes on the waU shown on Figure 7 are not arranged with 
the same regularity as on the other side of the colonnade. They 
sometimes occupy the whole height of the wali, as for instance the 
description of the Land of Punt, or they are put one over the other, as is 
the case here. 
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In the very interesting subject now before us, we see the Egyptian sailors, 
some carrying the saplings in baskets siung from poles, as before; others 
laden with big jars; and all hurrying on board along inclined planks 
reaching presumably from the shore, which, however, is not shown in the 
picture. The decks are already piled high with their precious cargo, among 
which may be observed three macaques, who make themselves perfectly 
at home. Siung to the main-mast of the nearest vessel, a harp is depicted, 
of a shape which may even now be seen in the hands of native musicians 
in Cairo and other large towns. The captain stands on the platform at the 
prow, issuing his commands; and, small as is the scale, the very natural 
action of the man in front of him, who shouts the order with his hand to 
his mouth, must not be overlooked. Some more are being brought by the 
sailors. 

The loading is described as foUows: ''The loading of the cargo-boats with great 
quantities of marvels of the land of Tunty with all the good woods of the Divine Tandy 
heaps of gum of 'dnti\ and trees of green 'dnti) with ebonjy with pure 'ivo7y\ with 
green nub of 'damu\ with 'tesheps^ woody 'khesif woody 'balsam) 'soter-incense) 
'dhemtu) with 'dndu\ monkeySy dogSy and with skins of 'leopards' of the southy with 
inhabitants of the country and their children, Never were brought such things to anj 
king since the world w as T 

While these last two vessels are receiving their cargoes, the other three 
have already weighed anchor, and are seen with their sails set and filled by 
a favorable wind. A short inscription States that this is "the peaceful and 
prosperous voyage of the soldiers of his Majesty retuming to ThebeSy bringing with them 
the men of Punt. Thej bring such marvels of the Tand of Punt as have never been 
brought bj any King of Egypty on account of the greatness of the King of the Godsy 
Amony Tord ofThebe/\ 

From this point, the sculptured posterities form a continuous scene, 
those in the lower register being almost perfect, whereas those in the 
upper register are unfortunately so much broken away that in many 
places there remain only the feet of the figures and the water lines of the 
river. In several of the best preserved, we see the Egyptian sailors 
carrying half-grown saplings which have been taken up with a ball of 
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Figure 6 - Fragments of the scene of the Land of Punt (Naville 1898) 
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Figure 7 - Loading Egyptian boats in Punt (NaviUe 1898). 
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earth about the roots, and are being transported in baskets siung upon 
poles, each pole carried by four men. These, as they wend their way 
towards the ships, are accompanied by natives of Punt. 

In one place where there is a great gap in the waU, the remains of the 
inscription show that an elephant and a horse were among the animals 
embarked from Punt for the gratification of Hatshepsut. A running 
commentary of short inscriptions is interspersed here and there between 
the figures. “Stand steadj onjour legs, Bobut' says one of the bearers. “You 
throw too much weight upon my shoulderi\ retorts Bohu. 

Over the sapUngs which are being carried in baskets, is inscribed “nehet 
dntr\ that is to say, the sycamore of dnti, Elsewhere we see the fuU-grown 
trees. The trunk is massive; the leaf is a sharp-pointed oval; and at the 
junction of the trunk and the larger branches are seen Uttle copper- 
colored lumps of irregular form, representing the resinous gum which has 
exuded through the bark. 

The next scene (Figure 8) describes the voyage back to Egypt, and the 
happy arrival of the expedition at Thebes. ‘^The navigationy the arrival in 
peace, the landing at Thebes with joj hy the soldiers of the king' mth them are the 
chiefs of this landy they hring such things as never were brought to any king in products 
of the Tand of Punt y through the great power of this venerable god Amon Ra^ the lord 
of the thrones of the two landsP 

The return voyage, Uke the outward voyage, is passed over; and the next 
incidents of this curious panorama in stone take place in Thebes. We are 
shown nothing of the arrival of the squadron, nor of the unlading of the 
ships; the rest of the posterities consisting mainly of processions of 
priests, soldiers and sailors. The order in which these processions meet 
and succeed each other is somewhat confusing. The hieroglyphic 
inscriptions in this part of the building are also greatly mutilated, so that 
the subjects in many instances have to be taken as their own interpreters. 

It seems possible that they do not all represent the return of the 
expedition from Punt, but that some may have reference to the 
ceremonies which accompanied the opening of the temple. The unity of 
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the composition as an historic whole is moreover impaired by the 
introduction of other foreign tributaries besides those brought from 
Punt; whence it may be concluded that the artist, in order to produce a 
more brilliant effect, introduced the representatives of various nations 
who on other occasions, had laid their tribute at the feet of Hatshepsut. 

Figure 7 and Figure 9, which is to be placed over Figure 8, shows us the 
landing from the ships at Thebes in the presence of the queen. This 
representation, of which nearly all the upper part has been lost, is 
particularly interesting, because we see Africans in great number who 
have come to Egypt with the ships. 

Beginning at the end of the long train which marches towards the queen, 
we see Puntites carrying ebony, curved weapons, and driving cows. 
Before them are Egyptians bringing the precious incense-trees. Next 
come two rows o f men, each row being divided in two at the beginning. 
In the lower one we find again Puntites with amphoras^ probably filled 
with balsam, and baskets containing dnti, One of them leads a macaque. 
The long pointed loaves and the obeUsks are resin to which that shape 
has been given. In front of the procession of Puntites are four chiefs 
kneeUng, with hands raised towards the queen, and imploring her to be 
merciful to them. '‘... they say, imploring her Majespjy hail to thee^ King of Egypt, 
Eady Ra, shining like the solar disk ...” 

The Puntites have the same type and dress as we saw in the description 
of their country. Above them are the chiefs of 'Phe lrem^\ As far as we can 
judge from what is left of the head of the kneeUng chief and from the 
standing man who foUows bringing gold and a leopard or a panther, and 
who may be one of them, the Irem are not negroes. Above are two 
negroes, called the chiefs ‘Pf Nemjunl'; these men are the same as those 
seen near the huts. The block on which they are represented was 
recovered in puUing down one of the upper walls. 

According to Brugsch, the Irem are the Blemmyes. Like the Egyptians, 
they belong to the Hamitic branch; they bring gold and a leopard or a 
panther. In the eighth year of Seti I (1283 BCE), Irem revolted. However, 
the campaign against Irem was far less serious than any one of Seti’s 
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Levantine campaigns. Seti I, setting off from the Nile, managed to take 
five Wells and 400 people with the use of chariots. The importance of 
Wells and the use of chariots (not boats, as might be expected for a place 
inside the Nile Valley) suggest that Irem was a pastoral area outside the 
Nile Valley. This location of Irem makes its Identification with the Yam 
of the Old Kingdom all the more likely. 

Since Nemyew’s chiefs are portrayed as negroes, it should be placed 
somewhere in the Nile valley above Kurgus. 

All these men are supposed to be in presence of the queen, who, 
however, does not seem to have been herself represented. On a kind of 
stand adorned like a throne was her cartouche and her ka (life force) 
name. The text which was next to it is destroyed to nearly half of its 
height. 

the homng down before Usertkau (Hatshepsut) bj the chiefs ofPunt 
... the dnti ofNubia of Khenthunnefer, all lands... of 
... stooping, bringing theirgoods in the place where is her Majesty. 

... roads which never had been trodden by others; it was reckoned 
... the lord ofThebes^ as a tribute for eachjear. 

... as was ordered to her bj her father^ who put all lands under her feet living 
etemallyP 

Nubia is a region along the Nile river located in what is today northern 
Sudan and Southern Egypt. The name Nubia is derived from that of the 
Noba people, nomads who settled the area in the 4th century CE, with 
the coUapse of the kingdom of Meroe. Before the 4th century CE, and 
throughout classical antiquity, Nubia was known as Kush, or Khent 
Hunnefer, or Khent-hen-nefer, or Khenthennofer, or, in Classical Greek 
usage, included under the name Ethiopia (Aithiopia). Nubia had a great 
influence on Egypt. Even the way the Nubians wore their hair was copied 
by the Egyptians. 

In order to express her thankfulness to Amon, who had shown the way 
to her ships and brought them back safely, Hatshepsut must consecrate 
the best things of Punt to the god. This we see her doing in a scene 
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(Figure 10) which occupies the whole height of the wali. Hatshepsut 
standing, wearing the atef crown, holding the insignia of royal power, and 
foUowed by her ka^ dedicates to Amon the choice products of the foreign 
countries. 

"'"‘The king himselfy king of Upper and Lomr Eg)pt, Eamaka takes the good things 
of Punty and the valuahles of the Divine Eand, presenting the gifts of the Southern 
CountrieSy the trihutes of the vile Kusch, the hoxes [of gold and precious stones] 
of the land of the negroes to Amon Ra^ the lord of the throne of the two lands. The 
King Rjamaka^ she is living, she lastSy she is full ofjojy she rules over the land like Ra 
etemalljPTh.^ valuable cargo which the queen feels bound to offer to 
Amon is represented in the four foUowing figures (Figure 11, Figure 12, 
Figure 13 and Figure 14). The wali here is divided into two rows. 
Beginning at the bottom, we see first the products which are properly 
those of the Land of Punt, four large trees, incense trees planted in the 
garden of Amon, where they have prospered and reached such a height 
that cows may easily walk under their branches. Various things have been 
coUected in the shade of the trees: udb^ which means ivory. Under the 
tusks is a substance caUed kash^ the meaning of which is doubtful, but 
Naville considers being tortoise-shell judging from the determinative. 

The cattle are the short-horned cows, further we see ebony, bags of the 
substance called mestem (Naville and Mariette allege it as antimony, used 
for dyeing the eyes), then the curved weapons similar to the one held by 
Parehu (the damu of the Puntites), and rings and boxes fuU of the metal 
asem (Naville assumes as an aUoy of gold and silver). 

The incense dnti^ of which there were as many as fourteen different sorts, 
was the most important product of Punt. We see here that the numerous 
bags of that substance which were the chief part of the cargo of the ships, 
have been emptied, and the incense, after having been measured by 
means of bushels, is gathered in large heaps. The text explains:'‘... these are 
heaps of green [fresh] dnti in great numher; the measuring of green dnti in great 
quantity to Amon^ the lord of the thrones of the two lands, from the marvels of the 
Eand of Punt, and the good things of the Divine Eand\ Above the heaps are 
incense-trees in pots. ''Trees of green dnti thirfjj-one, hrought among the marvels of 


44 



'Land ofPunt— In search of the divine land of the Eg)/p^mns 


Punt to the Majesly of this gody Amon Ra^ the lord of the throne of the tivo lands; 
never w as such thing seen since the world w as P 

Behind the four men emptying their bushels stood a man whose figure 
has been rubbed off. He is called ‘Hhe writeVy the steward ThotF\ We do not 
know why his figure has been erased; he may have been one of the 
friends and supporters of Hatshepsut, and therefore his name and figure 
were destroyed. We shall see other instances of names of officials being 
erased. 

The god Thoth himself acts as writer, and keeps a record of all that has 
been brought from Punt and offered to the god: to record in writing to 

make up the accounts; altogether millionsy hundreds of thousandsy tens of thousandsy 
thousandsy hundreds [an infinite number] ofgood things of the iMnd ofPunty given 
to Amon RaP 

Thoth, who is said to reside in a temple, the name of which is doubtful, 
and who is called the chief of the rekhytu. has been erased. This 
destruction is certainly not the work of any of the Thothmes, and must 
be assigned to a later date. 

Above the products of Punt are those which are supposed to come from 
the Southern Countries (Upper Nile), vi^ the regions of the Upper Nile, 
inhabited by the negroes whom we saw represented before, and by the 
dnti of Nubia. These goods must have been brought by caravans, showing 
that there was already a regular trade established between the valley of the 
Nile and the coast. We see here a giraffe, long-horned cows, two kinds of 
leopards: the ^‘southeni\ which is larger, and which seems to have been 
only an object of curiosity, while ‘Phose of the nortH' are held by coUars, and 
were probably more or less tame, so as to be used for hunting. As in the 
case of Punt we see great quantities of dsem^ in rings and boxes, curved 
weapons and ebony, besides skins of leopards, bows, feathers and ostrich 
eggs. 

Above the large gap in the middle of the figure we see the tops of several 
columns of text and fragments of a cartouche which seems to be that of 
Thothmes I. It probably refers to his campaign in Asia, towards the 


45 




iMfid of Punt — In search of the divine land of the Eg^ptians 












Figure 11 — Incense trees planted in the Garden of Amon (Naville 1898) 
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Figure 14 — Weighing precious metals from the Southern countries (Naville 1898) 
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Euphrates, as far as a place called Niy, where Thothmes III, his grandson, 
as we know from the biography of one of his officials, hunted elephants, 
killing a great number of them. The few signs • left point to an 
inscription of the same kind as that which relates the deeds of the 
younger king. 

AU the good things from the Southern countries are brought to Amon by 
the god Tetun, the god of Nubia, who is present at the weighing of the 
precious metals. This weighing is superintended by Horus: '‘The halance, 
the right one ofThothy for weighing sUver, goldy lapis la:^liy malachiteP 

On the sculpture there is only the weighing of asem in rings; below are the 
weights tehennu^ some of which have the form of buUs. As Thoth did in 
the case of Punt, Safekhabui here records an unUmited number of good 
things from the lands of the south. 


*>i<* 
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Existing Location Hypotheses 

The debate over Punt’s place on the map began in the 1850s, when the 
newly formed Antiquities Service of Egypt began clearing the great 
temples in and around Thebes. Based on newly revealed hieroglyphic 
texts that described Punt as a source of aromatic substances situated to 
the east of Egypt, Heinrich Kari Brugsch first suggested, in the late 
1850s, that Punt lay on the Arabian Peninsula. It seemed straightforward 
enough. After all, the Greeks had glorified the '"perfumes of Arabia”, a 
land that lies due east of Egypt. 

Auguste Mariette changed this thinking with two discoveries. One was a 
hierogl 3 qDhic list that the Pharaoh Tuthmosis III left at Karnak Temple in 
Thebes that included Punt in those lands south of Egypt. The other was 
Hatshepsut’s bas-relief, which, among other evidence it bears that points 
to Africa, shows distincdy African animals as products or natives of Punt, 
including the giraffe and rhinoceros, neither of which is found in Arabia. 
For the location of Punt, Mariette settled on the Somali coast, which also 
is known for its aromatics, including the fabled incense. 

Mariette’s hypothesis held well into the next century. Then, in the 1960s, 
based on a detailed study of the flora and fauna and other elements of 
Punt represented in Hatshepsut’s bas-relief, Rolf Herzog placed Punt 
along the Upper Nile south of Eg 3 qDt, specifically between the Atbara 
River and the confluence of the White and Blue Niles. Punt, Herzog felt, 
was reached overland and by river, but not by sea. 

Yet Hatshepsut’s reUef appears to contradict that stance, as Kenneth 
Kitchen pointed out in a 1971 review of Herzog’s work. Most 
indisputably, Kitchen notes, the fish that Hatshepsut’s carvers depicted 
beneath the Punt ships, along with other marine creatures such as spiny 
lobster and squid, are clearly recognizable as species that swim to this day 
in the Red Sea. In nearly four decades of writing on the subject of Punt, 
Kitchen has succeeded in establishing what today is the most widely 
accepted position on the location of Punt. It was situated, he proposes, in 
what is today eastern Sudan and northern Ethiopia, extending from the 


51 



L/ind of Punt — In search of the divine land of the Egypdans 


Red Sea to the Nile. Arabia was out of the question, Kitchen says. 
Perhaps the most contrary evidence is linguistic, he writes: ‘‘As for 
Parehu, the only named chief of Punt, the consonant p in his name and 
that of Punt itself also firmly excludes Arabia”. Old South Arabian 
languages possess an/but no p. Thus, Kitchen writes, “Arabia would 
have had a Farehu, chief of Funt”! Egyptian has both consonants, so the 
transcription is reliable, he adds. 

Other experts, while acknowledging the p problem, are not so quick to 
dismiss Arabia as the Land of Punt. In a 2003 paper — one that Kitchen 
himself called “a brilliant, most impressive tour de force” even as he 
challenged its premise — Dmitri Meeks advanced the notion that Punt lay 
along the entire western coast of the Arabian Peninsula, from the Gulf of 
Aqaba to Yemen. Meeks says that when one takes all ancient references 
to Punt into account, the picture becomes clear. “Punt, we are told by the 
Egyptians, is situated — in relation to the Nile VaUey — both to the north, 
in contact with the countries of the Near East of the Mediterranean area, 
and also to the east or southeast, while its furthest borders are far away to 
the South”, he writes. “Only the Arabian Peninsula satisfies aU these 
indications.” 

In one of the most recently proposed hypotheses, Stanley Balanda, in a 
2005 — 2006 paper, offers a sort of compromise between the Kitchen and 
Meeks theories. Balanda argues that a key expression within Hatshepsut’s 
text has been misinterpreted as saying “by the sea” or “along the sea 
front” when it reaUy means “on both sides of the sea”. If Hatshepsut’s 
expeditionaries had indeed, as Balanda translates one bit of hieroglyphs, 
“pitched tents for the king’s representative and his expedition to the 
incense terraces on both sides of the sea in order to receive the chiefs of 
this land”, then one place on the Red Sea presents itself above aU others. 
This is the straits of Bab el-Mandeb at the sea’s Southern end, where 
today Djibouti and Yemen face each other across narrows no wider than 
the English Channel. Punt, Balanda proposes, was a region of 
indeterminate size stretching out on both sides of the strait, which lay at 
the heart of Puntite commercial activities. 
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SUMATERA HYPOTHESIS 

The most famous Egyptian expedition to Punt, and the one from which 
we derive most of our information is the one conducted by Hatshepsut 
(1473 - 1458 BCE) and recorded in the splendidly detailed reliefs on the 
waUs of her Djeser-Djeseru mortuary temple at Deir el-Bahari. This 
expedition was led by the Nubian officer, Nehsi. The route ‘‘by land and 
sea” most probably went from Koptos overland via Wadi Hammamat to 
the Red Sea port of Queisir, the dismantled five ships being transported 
by donkey to be re-assembled on arrival at the port (Kitchen 1993). The 
text accompanying the Djeser-Djeseru reliefs specifically repeats three 
times that the expedition went “by land and sea” and this same method 
of travel was used on the expedition led by Hannu in the reign of king 
Mentuhotep III and on the expedition mounted by king Ramesses IIL 
The expedition of Senusret I provides some of the clearest evidence of a 
major Egyptian expedition to Punt using the Red Sea route. 

Papyrus Harris I, a contemporary Egyptian document which detailed 
events that occurred in the reign of the early 20th dynasty king Ramesses 
III, includes an explicit description of an Egyptian expedition’s return 
from Punt: 

“7 hewed great gallejs with barges before them. Thej were sent forth into the great sea 
of the inverted water, they arrived at the countries of Punt. Thej were laden with the 
Products of God's 'Land. Thej arrived safelj at the desert-country of Coptos: thej 
moored in peace, carrying the goods thej had brought. Thej [the goods] were loaded, 
in travelling overland^ upon asses and upon men, being reloaded into vessels at the 
harbor of Coptos. Thej [the goods and the Puntites] were sent forward 
downstreaniy arriving in festivityy bringing tribute into the rojalpresenceJ' 

Sayed in the mid-1970s found potsherds with painted (hieratic) 
inscriptions and inscribed stelae recording expeditions to Bia-Punt (the 
“mine” of Punt), some carved, round-topped anchors and a fragment of 
carved cedar timber with a mortise, most likely from a ship. He suggested 
that Mersa/Wadi Gawasis was the pharaonic port of Ssww for seafaring 
expeditions to Punt in the 12th Dynasty. Bard and Fattovich in 2001 
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revealed ceremonial stmctures, ship timbers, stone anchors, ropes, and 
other artifacts dating to eady and later Twelfth Dynasty. They also 
uncovered carbonized ebony woods and obsidian (a volcanic glass), as 
well as blades of a steering oar. They even found cargo boxes bearing 
painted hierogl 3 ^hic text describing the contents as the ‘Vonderful 
things of Punt”. 

Such clear evidence for a sea route to Punt is practically irrefutable, and it 
is now generally accepted by most scholars that some if not most 
expeditions used the Red Sea to travel to Punt. The attribution of Punt as 
'‘Land of the Gods”, "Land of the Ancestors”, "Holy Land” or "Divine 
Land” referred to as the Abode of the Gods where its location is to the 
east of Egypt in the direction of the sunrise, means that Punt definitely 
located east of Egypt. AU these can be interpreted that the expeditions to 
travel to Punt to the east used the sea route beginning from the Red Sea. 

The expedition to Punt by Hatshepsut is recorded in the splendidly 
detailed reUefs on the waUs of her glorious Djeser-Djeseru mortuary 
temple at Deir El-Bahari. Her reputation and magnified accompUshment 
achieved by the successful return upon the dangers of the sea, ritual and 
celebration after the achievement and the indicator of her leadership and 
skill in motivating and governing the Egyptian society to high 
achievement, exhibit how difficult the voyages leading to and returning 
from Punt were. The Egyptians were not particularly weU versed in the 
hazards of sea travel, and the long voyage to Punt is a situation involving 
exposure to danger. The rewards of obtaining incense, gold, ebony and 
other valuable goods clearly outweighed the risks. Such things were also 
accomplished by the former and following pharaohs, though not weU 
documented. These compUcations and achievements would indicate that 
the voyages did not take place solely in the Red Sea, but in the open sea, 
in the Indian Ocean. The exceptionaUy long distance would explain why 
so few voyages were made there, so unUkely they were in the Red Sea 
alone. The inscription on the waU of Djeser-Djeseru '^traversing the Great 
Sea on the Good Waj to the Eand of the Godf and from the Papyrus Harris I 
‘‘They were sent forth into the Great Sea of the inverted water.T depict the route 
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was an ocean (the '‘Great Sea”) beyond the horizon (the ‘'inverted 
water”). 

The scenes at the colonnade reliefs at Djeser-Djeseru illustrate not only 
the trade products which the Puntites traded with the Egyptians but also 
some of the fauna and flora of Punt and its inhabitants. The former may 
be classed as luxury goods of which the most important is incense {dnti)^ 
used widely in Egyptian religious ritual worship. Other goods include 
ebony, ivory, gold/electrum, cinnamon wood, khesit wood, balsam, resin, 
tortoise shells and weapons. The fauna depicted include such diverse 
species as short-horned cows, pig-tailed macaques, one-horned 
rhinoceros, monkeys, dogs, skins of clouded leopards and a wide variety 
of fishes are also displayed. The floras have been identified as betel palm 
tree, ebony tree, styrax tree and cinnamon tree. The huts are built on 
poles, with ladders giving access to them, made of wickerwork of the 
same shape and construction. It is clearly shown that they are exceptional 
to the Egyptians and in sharp contrast to their environment. 

Archaeological evidence is so far somewhat sparse and unless additional 
evidence turns up, it is unlikely that anyone will ever be able to pinpoint 
the location of Punt with total certainty. AU that one can do is make a 
hypothesis for its whereabouts with a fair degree of probabiUty, by 
gathering evidence to shape a compound of observable characteristics 
(term similar to '"phenotypes” in biology). The evidence shaU be of 
genuine proofs strongly or most probably representing the phenot 5 qDes. 
The richer the compound of the phenotypes, the stronger the UkeUhood 
of the hypothesis. Relying on this method and after gathering evidence, 
the author makes a hypothesis that the Land of Punt is located in 
Sumatera, Indonesia. 

SUMATERA ISLA.ND 

Sumatera is an island in western Indonesia, the largest island that is 
entirely in Indonesia (two larger islands, KaUmantan and Papua, are 
shared between Indonesia and other countries) and the sixth largest 
island in the world. The Indian Ocean borders the west, northwest, and 
Southwest sides of it with the island chain ‘'Barrier Islands” of Simeulue, 
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Nias, Mentawai, Pagai and Enggano bordering the southwestern coast. 
On the northeast side the narrow Strait of Malaka separates the island 
from the Malay Peninsula, an extension of the Eurasian continent. On 
the southeast the narrow Sunda Strait separates it from Java. The 
northern tip borders the Andaman Islands, while on the eastern side are 
the islands of Bangka and Belitung, Karimata Strait and the Java Sea. 

Sumatera was known in ancient times by the Sanskrit names of 
Swarnadwipa (“Island of Gold’’) and Swarnabhumi (“Land of Gold”), 
because of the gold deposits of the island’s highland. Arab geographers 
referred to the island as Lamri (Lamuri, Lambri or Ramni) in the lOth to 
13th centuries CE, in reference to a kingdom near modern-day Banda 
Aceh which was the first landfaU for traders. Late in the 14th century CE 
the name Sumatera became popular in reference to the kingdom of 
Samudra Pasai, which was a rising power until it was replaced by 
Sultanate of Aceh. Sultan Alauddin Shah of Aceh, on letters written in 
1602 addressed to Queen Elizabeth I of England, referred to himself as 
“king of Aceh and Samudra”. The word itself is from Sanskrit samudra^ 
meaning “gathering together of waters, sea or ocean”. 

Odoric of Pardenone in the story of his voyage in 1318 mentioned that 
he sailed to the east of the Coromandel, India, for 20 days, and came to 
the kingdom Sumoltra. Ibn Bathutah told in the book of Rihlah ila l- 
Masjnq (“Wandering to the East”) that in 1345 CE he was stopped in the 
kingdom of Samatrah. In the following century, the name of Samudra, a 
kingdom in Aceh, was taken by travelers to mention the whole island. 
European writers in the 19th century CE found that the indigenous 
inhabitants did not have a name for the island. 

Many travelers including Ibn Majid, Roteiro, Amerigo Vespucci, Masser, 
Ruy d’Araujo, Alfonso Albuquerque and Antonio Pigafetta recorded the 
names: Samatrah, Camatarra, Samatara, Samatra, Camatra, Camatora, 
Somatra, Samoterra, Samotra, Sumotra, Zamatra and Zamatora. Records 
of the Dutch and English colonials, since Jan Huygen van Linschoten 
and Sir Prancis Drake in the 16th century CE, have always been 
consistent in the writing of Sumatra (Indonesian: Sumatera). 
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Sumatera is the cradle of Malay civilization. A name Bhumi Malayu, 
written in the Padang Roco inscription dated 1286 and 1347 CE found in 
Dhatmasraya (central Sumatera), Adityawarman declared himself as the 
ruler of Malayupura. The Majapahit record, Nagarakretagama dated 1365 
CE, mentioned that the land of Malayu was dominated by Majapahit 
Empire. From these records, the name Malayu seems to be identified 
with the area around the Batanghari valley from estuarine to hinterland in 
present-day central-eastern of Sumatera. The people inhabiting the 
eastern coast of Sumatera and parts of the Malay Peninsula identified 
themselves as Malay with a common language called the Malay language. 
After the arrival in the 16th century CE, the Europeans identified the 
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native people living on both coasts of the Malaka Strait as Malay people. 
This term extended to neighboring peoples with similar traits. 

While searching the ancient culture of Sumatera is very vogue today, the 
author focuses on the remote islands off the southwestern coast of 
Sumatera to trace back its culture. The island chain of Andaman, 
Nicobar, Simeulue, Nias, Mentawai, Pagai and Enggano are isolated 
island facing the Indian Ocean. These islands have similar nature 
conditions and cultures but Enggano is the most isolated and 
undeveloped. There is a considerable early traveler literature on Enggano 
from as early as 1596 CE. 

Engganese 

The Engganese is a native population occupies the Island of Enggano. 
Enggano Island is a small island about 100 kilometers (62 miles) 
Southwest of Sumatera. There are six villages on the island, which are all 
located on the island’s only main road, which traverses the island’s 
northeast coast: Kajaapu, Kaana, Malakoni, Meok, Apoho and Banjarsari. 
Malakoni, Apoho and Meok have more Engganese natives, and the other 
viUages have larger immigrant populations. There are ferries from 
Kajaapu and Malakoni to Bengkulu in the Sumatera main island. 

The name of the island 
suggests early contacts 
with Portuguese traders 
{engano in Portuguese 
means “mistake”). The 
earliest published 

account is that of 
Cornelis de Houtman. 
On the 5th of June 
1596 four ships under 
the command of 
Cornelis de Houtman 
approached a land. It appeared to be an island. Although some crew 
members tried to go ashore to get fresh supplies, they returned to their 
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ships after seeing some natives who appeared to be very aggressive. In 
1602, 1614, 1622 and 1629 other Dutch ships came to Enggano and 
sometimes succeeded in trading some goods. However, in general the 
population was not inclined to seek much contact with the visitors. 

In 1645, the Dutch colonial administration in Batavia (present-day 
Jakarta) sent two ships to get slaves from Enggano. In the fierce fighting 
two Dutch soldiers were kiUed, but the other soldiers succeeded in 
capturing 82 people. On the way back to Batavia six of the Engganese 
died. The fate of the other captives is not known. It is likely that they 
never returned to Enggano, and died as slaves in Batavia. The expedition 
was not considered a success, so for a long time the Dutch lost their 
interest in Enggano. 

In 1771, the Englishman Charles Miller visited Enggano. His experiences 
were published in 1778, and translated into Dutch in 1779. Miller 
succeeded in landing and meeting the indigenous population. He 
described as foUows: 

‘‘With great difficulty and danger m beat up the whole South-west side of ity without 
finding anj place where we could attempt to land; and we lost two anchors and had 
very near suffered shipwreck before we found a secure place into which we might run the 
vessel At lasty however we discovered a spadous harbor at the southeast end of the 
island and I immediately went into it in the boaty and ordered the vessel to follow me as 
soon as possibky for it was then a dead calm. We rowed directlj into this bay; and as 
soon as we had got round the point of an island which lay off the harbor y we discovered 
all the beach covered with naked savages who were all armed with lances and clubs; 
and twelve canoes all full of them whoy till we had passed theniy had lain concealedy 
immediately rushed out upon mey making a horrid noise: thisy you may supposey 
alarmed us greatly; and as I had only one European and four black soldiersy besides 
the four lascars that rowed the boat I thought it best to tumy ifpossible under the guns 
of the vessel before I ventured t o speak with them P 

Eventually, he met these ''noble savages” and learned something of their 
natural, feminist, atheist and property-sharing culture. 
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‘‘Thej are a tally well-madepeople; the men in general are aboutfive feet eight or ten 
inches high; the women are shorter and more clumsilj huilt. They are of a red color, 
and have straight, hlack hair, which the men cut short, but the women let grow long, 
and roli up in a circle on the top of their heads very neatlj, The men go entirelj naked, 
and the women wear nothing more than a very narrow slip of plantain leaf They 
seemed to look at every thing about the vessel very attentively; but more from the motive 
of pilfering than from curiosityy for they watched an opportunity and unshipped the 
rudder of the boaty andpaddled away with itP 

R Prancis, a trader in coconut oil, stayed on the island during the periods 
1865 - 1866 and 1868 - 1870. He must have made a deep impression on 
the Engganese people, for they were still talking about this Prancis in the 
1930s when the German linguist Hans Kahler visited the island. Italian 
explorer Elio Modigliani visited the island between April 25 and July 13, 
1891. He detailed the apparently dominant role of women in Enggano 
culture in Tlsola delle Donne (“The Island of Women”), first published in 
1894, and stiU an important source of information, not only because of 
the text, but also because of the illustrations. In 1994 those illustrations 
were greeted with great surprise on Enggano. When Modigliani was on 
the island some villages were still located in the hills. Soon after this, all 
the Engganese moved to the Coastal areas. In fact, in the nineteenth- 
century the Buginese traders from Sulawesi seemed to have been 
attracted to Enggano by the large quantities of coconuts. The Dutch 
Rijksmuseum has an important collection of Enggano artifacts and their 
publication by Pieter J ter Keurs reproduces Modigliani’s drawings. 

The population went into severe decline in the 1870s, possibly from a 
disaster or disease. The Dutch sent medical officers to investigate. Since 
the island’s highest point is only 281 meters (922 feet) above sea level, it 
would have been severely affected by the tsunami associated with the 
Krakatau eruption in 1883, as well as by the massive volcanic debris. The 
population figure dropped from 6,420 in 1866 to only 870 in 1884 and 
after this dramatic decline the population decreased even further (Suzuki 
1958, Winkler 1903, Keurs 2011). The indigenous population never 
recovered and numbered only about 400 in the early 1960s. Therefore, 
the Indonesian government uses the island for rehabilitation of juvenile 
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offenders from Java, who perform forced labor, clearing bush and 
constmcting rice fields. As noted above, the population has recovered 
somewhat since that time. 

There are five Engganese sub-clans: Kauno, Kaitora, Kaambi, Kaohoa 
and Kaamba. The subdivision of the clans seems to vary (Keurs 2011). 
Many of these sub-clans, however, no longer exist. This is because people 
migrated to other islands and married non-Engganese, thus creating an 
inactive situation for the sub-clans concerned. Especially when 
Engganese, matrilineal, women married non-Engganese men, usually 
patrilineal, the sub-clan lost an opportunity for survival; for the children 
were normaUy incorporated in the family of the man. 

The island of Enggano represents a major linguistic and historical puzzle. 
Its inhabitants are said to be Austronesian speakers, yet their language 
shows few cognates with mainstream Austronesian vocabulary (Blench 
2014). They had no cloth, grew no cereals, but only vegetative crops and 
lived in beehive-shaped houses on stilts, and quite unlike any peoples in 
neighboring regions. There is a considerable early traveler literature in 
Dutch cited in the bibliography, but little in the way of ethnographic 
accounts except Modigliani (1893, 1894). 

Around the turn of the twentieth century, when missionaries were 
gearing up to convert the population, the former systems of housing and 
social organization were in breakdown and it is hard now to reconstruct 
their exact nature. In recent years Keurs (2006, 2008, 2011) has been the 
main ethnographer to take an interest in this topic and his internet 
publication (Keurs undated) includes a summary of what can be extracted 
from the literature, photographs of remaining items of material culture in 
European museums and a valuable bibliography. 

Rejangese 

The Rejangese is a native ethnic group belong to some parts of Bengkulu 
and South Sumatera Provinces in the southwestern part of Sumatera 
Island. They occupied some area in an cool mountain slopes of the 
Barisan mountain range in both sides of Bengkulu and South Sumatera 
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Provinces. They speak the Rejangese language, which is not obviously 
close to other Malayo-Polynesian languages. McGinn (2009) classified it 
among the Bidayuh and Melanau languages of Kalimantan. Rejangese is 
not to be confused with the Rejang-Baram group of languages spoken in 
Sarawak and Kalimantan, which are quite different. 

The Rejangese have an 
alphabet belongs to a 
group of Scripts known as 
surat ulu ('"upstream 
script”), which includes 
Bengkulu, Lembak, 
Lintang, Lebong and 
Serawai script variants. It is 
also sometimes known as 
Kaganga, after the first 
three letters, and is related 
to the Batak and Buginese 
alphabets. Rejang alphabet 
is one of the more 
commonly used indigenous 
terms to refer to the three main groups of the Southern Sumateran 
Scripts: Surat Incung thus refers to the script of the people of Kerinci, 
Surat Ulu to the script of Lebong, Lembak, Lintang, Pasemah, Rejang 
and Serawai, and Surat Lampung to the script of Lampung, Abung and 
Komering. 

Rejangese is the original Sumaterans, least tainted by later-introduced 
Malay and Javanese customs (Marsden 1784). The Rejangese have been 
isolated from the outside world for centuries. They hold a deep 
appreciation for their history and a keen dissatisfaction for anyone else’s 
culture. These factors alone make them highly mistrustful and somewhat 
closed-minded to outsiders. 

The name Rejang is derived from the words ra and hjang, meaning the 
noble god (‘"Hyang”). Ka-hjang can also mean the ''God Ra”, the 
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Egyptian sun god. According to the Egyptian tradition, the Land of Punt 
was referred to as Ta Netjer, the Abode of the Gods and its location is 
eastward from Egypt, in the direction of the sunrise, the abode of the sun 
god Ra. The inscriptions on the colonnade walls of Djeser-Djeseru also 
refer Punt as the ''Divine Land”. 

Basemah megauthic Culture 

The Basemah (or Pasemah) Plateau, tucked away in the Barisan mountain 
range west of Lahat, Southern Sumatera, are famous for the mysterious 
megalithic monuments that dot the landscape. The stones have been 
dated back about 3600 years, but little else is known about them or the 
civilization that carved them. While the museums of Palembang and 
Jakarta now house the pick of the stones, there are still plenty left in situ. 

This megalithic site is 
considered to be one of 
the most remote and 
mysterious sites of 
Southeast Asia. In the 
area between Lahat and 
Pagaralam, there are 
about 26 sites that include 
chamber tombs, carved 
boulders and terraced 
sanctuaries. The 
structures are a collection 
of the monumental 
symboHc culture of the 
Figure 18 - The spread of Basemah culture. Sumateran. The Stone art 

in this area is unique and consists of heroic figures with dramatic facial 
expressions. The Basemah people still use these statues as sites for 
making sacred oaths, and calling upon their ancestors’ spirits for blessing 
and seeking their protection against natural disasters. 

The Basemah people are believed to have originated in Kalimantan 
before migrating to Sumatera and the Basemah Plateau. Today, the 
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Basemah people cluster 
encompasses the Basemah and 
several related ethnic groups, 
centered in the volcanic peak, 

Mount Dempo. Basemah 
communities spread from the 
volcano’s slopes to the west, 

South and Southwest along the 
Barisan mountain range. The 
Basemah people live in South 
Sumatera Province across parts 
of the Lahat Regency and the 
entire Pagaralam municipality. 

Some Basemah also live in the South Ogan Komering Ulu Regency and 
in North Kaur District in Bengkulu Province. 

CONVERGING EVIDENCE 

Comparison of features depicted in the Djeser-Djeseru reliefs with those 
of the present-day and ancient Engganese, Rejangese, Basemah and the 
surrounding cultures shows abundant of close matches. Ancient 
Engganese features are cited from the Modigliani’s book and coUection 
of artefacts in the Dutch Rijksmuseum and the Bengkulu Museum. 

Natiye Houses 

Naville (1898) describes the huts of the Puntite; they are built on poles, 
with ladders giving access to them, evidendy in order to protect the 
inmates against wild animals. These huts are made of wickerwork, 
probably of palm-stalks; they are all of the same shape and construction. 

Modigliani (1894) describes the native Engganese houses are called cacario 
and differ much from those in Malay and other intermediate. The floor is 
usually made with two or four large pieces of wood, and round cut; the 
houses of ordinary size ranges from 3 to 4 meters (9.8 to 13.1 feet) in 
diameter. 
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Figure 20 — Native houses: (a) Punt, Naville (1898); (b) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; (c) Enggano, 
Modigliani (1894); (d) Enggano, The Rijksmuseum; (e) Enggano, Bengkulu Museum; (Q 


Nicobar, Modigliani (1894); (g) Enggano, Modigliani (1894); (h) Rejang, Bengkulu Museum; 


(i) Mentawai. 


The Rijksmuseum describes the Engganese houses are very lypical. They 
now no longer exist, the last was demolished in around 1903. This model 
shows a wooden bird figure attached on the roof. In addition, the narrow 
doorway clearly visible. The door is not shown. This house model has no 
Central pole. Beehive houses on Enggano were for men and women, and 
sometimes used for the youngest child of a family. It was too small and 
uncomfortable, with no opening for fresh air to be used by an extended 
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Family. Various beehive houses stood in a circle and thus formed a 
setdement. The main house was standing in the middle and was slightly 
larger than the remainder of the houses. House models in the museums 
in Florence and Jakarta also show this picture. 

The later figures, (f) to (i), are developed houses similar to Engganese 
architecture around the region. 



(a) (b) 

Figure 21 — Engganese house door and frame: 
(a) Modigliani (1894); (b) The Rijksmuseum. 


BETEL Palm Trees 

As described by Naville (1898), the native houses of Punt stand under the 
shade of palms. There are many of these trees grown in Punt as shown 
on the reUefs of colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru. On a fragment illustrated 
by Naville, shown a macaque climbing a palm tree, seemingly the same 
animal and tree in Punt which then bred and cultivated in the Southern 
Countries. 

The author identifies the palm tress as betel or areca palm trees, among 
the popular trees in Sumatera and generally the regions in Southeast Asia. 
Betel or areca palm {Areca catechu) is a species of palm which grows in 
much of the tropical Pacific, Asia and parts of East Africa, where the 
later was probably brought by Austronesians. The palm is believed to 
have originated in the Philippines, but is widespread in cultivation and is 
considered naturalized in Southern China (Guangxi, Hainan, Yunnan), 
Taiwan, India, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, Laos, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, New Guinea, many of the islands 
in the Pacific Ocean, and also in the West Indies. The species is known as 
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pinang or penang in Indonesian and Malaysian,y^^^/ or jamhe in Javanese, 
Sundanese, Balinese and Old Malay. 



(d) (e) Q 

Figure 22 — Betel palm tree: (a) Punt, Naville (1898); (b) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; 
(c) Sumatera; (d) to the corresponding nuts. 


Betel or areca palm is grown for its commercially important seed crop, 
the betel or areca nut. The color of the young nuts is green and the 
matures are varieties of yellow, light brown to red. Tanjungpinang and 
Pangkalpinang cities in Indonesia, Indonesian province of Jambi and 
Penang Island off the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia are some of the 
places named after a local name for betel nut. ActuaUy, there are 
numerous city and areal names in Indonesia and Malaysia using the words 
pinang or jamhe. This shows how important betel nut in the Austronesian 
civilization, especiaUy in the modern day Indonesia and Malaysia. 

The betel nut is also popular for chewing throughout some Asian 
countries, such as Indonesia, Malaysia, China (mainly Hunan), Taiwan, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Myanmar, India and the Pacific, notably Papua 
New Guinea, where it is very popular. Chewing betel nut is quite popular 
among working classes in Taiwan. 
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The betel palm is also used as a landscaping species. Betel log climbing 
contest {lomba panjat pinang is the most popular attraction to celebrate the 
Independence Day of the Republic of Indonesia. 

The habitat of the Rejang people was named Pinang Belapis (literally 
means ‘layered betel trees”), now the name of a sub-district. Rejang 
people aUegedly have similar culture with the Egyptian as will be 
discussed here afterwards. 

Styrax Trees 

The inscriptions on the colonnade reUefs at Djeser-Djeseru mention 
(Edwards 1891): 

Thej will take dnti as much as thej like. They will load their ships to the 
satisfaction of their hearts with trees ofgreen [ie fresh] anti, and all the good things of 
the landP 

‘"The loading of the cargo-boats with great quantities of marvels of the land of Punt, 

with all the good woods of the divine land, heaps ofgum of dntiy and trees ofgreen dnti 
?? 

in the harbors ofdnti ofPunt ..P 

''these are heaps ofgreen (fresh) dnti in great number; the measuring ofgreen dnti in 
great quantiy to Amon, the lord of the thrones of the two landsy from the marvels of 
the Eand ofPunt, and the good things of the Divine Eand' 

''Trees ofgreen dnti thirty-one, brought among the marvels of Punt to the Ma/esty of 
this gody Amon Ra^ the lord of the throne of the two lands; never was such thing seen 
since the world w as T 

Anti (Naville, 1898), and (Mariette, 1877) or ^ntyw (some other writers) 
including the trees with the same name is beUeved by the author to be 
styrax trees and benzoin resin. 

Naville (1898) and Edwards (1891) describes with so many words of dnti 
or benzoin found in the inscriptions on the colonnade reliefs at Djeser- 
Djeseru. Anti (benzoin) is classed as luxury goods used widely in Egyptian 
religious ritual worship. The main purpose of the Hatshepsut’s expedition 
to the Land of Punt is the exploration of dnti, The dnti (styrax), of which 
there were as many as fourteen different sorts, was the most important 
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(g) (h) (i) 

Figure 23 — Styrax trees: (a) Punt, Naville (1898); (b) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; 

(c) at Gunungpadang pyramid site; (d) a styrax forest in Sumatera; (e) Slyrax ben^oin\ 


sap; (g) and (h) resins; (i) resin burnt by a shaman. 
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Styrax benzoin was used by the ancient Egyptians in the art of perfumery 
and incense. The Apothecary of Shemot (^ook of Exodus) would have 
been familiar with its aromatic uses. Styrax benzoin has a history steeped 
in antiquity and was once employed as an incense in Egypt. AU the 
compounds identified in benzoin resin were detected in an archaeological 
organic residue from an Egyptian ceramic censer, thus proving that this 
resin was used as one of the components of the mkture of organic 
materials burned as incense in ancient Egypt (Modugnoa et al 2006). An 
ancient Egyptian perfume formula (1200 BCE) contained benzoin as one 
of its chief ingredients (KeviUe et al undated). 

Anti or and is probably the same incense as onycha (Greek: ovu^, one of the 
components of the consecrated Ketoret (incense) which appears in the 
Torah Pook ofExodus (Exodus 30:34-36) and was used in the Jerusalem’s 
Solomon Temple. The internationally renowned Bible scholar Bochart 
stated, at one point in his research, that onycha was actuaUy benzoin, a 
gum-resin from the Styrax sp (Abrahams 1979). Abrahams States that the 
use of benzoin in the bibUcal incense is not inconceivable since Syro- 
Arabian tribes maintained extensive trade routes prior to HeUenism. 
Styrax benzoin was available via import to the bibUcal lands during the 
Old Testament era. Herodotus of HaUcarnassus in the 5th century BCE 
indicates that different kinds of styrax resins were traded. 

The name ''benzoin’’ is probably derived from Arabic lubdn jawi (c^j^ oM, 
"Javan frankincense”); compare the mid-eastern terms gum henjamin and 
benjoin, The Hindustanis refer to benzoin as lobanee or luban. The word 
"storax” is an alteration of the Late Latin styrax, In the Orphic Hymns it is 
storakas (aiopaKag) or storaka (aiopaKa). The original word shecheleth was 
replaced with onycha by the Septuagint translation. Onycha in turn is derived 
from the onyx stone meaning "fingernaU”. Another writer says that the 
Hebrew shecheleth identifies with the Syriac shehelta which is translated as 
"a tear or distiUation” and that the context and the etymology seem to 
require the gum of some aromatic plant. The P>ook of Ecclesiasticus Usts 
storax as one of the ingredients when aUuding to the sacred incense of the 
bibUcal Tabernacle. The Hindustanis use benzoin to burn in their temples 
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— a circumstance strongly in favor of the hypothesis that benzoin is part 
of the incense formula of Exodus. 

Benzoin has long been stuff of legend in Southeast Asia. Benzoin resin is 
locally known as kemenyan in Malay from Ancient Malay root kamanyang, 
or menyan in Java and Bali. The Arab account refers to Java, luhdn jawi 
(‘'Javan frankincense”), where menyan is the original word. If we remove 
the prefixes ke and me then the root is njan. Also, the word is sometimes 
abbreviated to nyan, A place named Trunyan in Bali is from the words 
taru-nyan mean ‘'styrax tree” that a lot grow there. The root word nyan is 
phonetically in close resemblance with the inscribed word dnti (Naville 
1898), and (Mariette 1877) or ^ntyw (some other writers) in Egypt. 

Benzoin resin is produced by several species of styrax trees. It is used as a 
component in incenses, perfumes and medicines. In Southeast Asia, two 
types of this resin are produced: Siam benzoin, extracted from Syrax 
tonkinensis in Laos, Vietnam and Southern China; and Sumateran benzoin, 
extracted from Styrax paralleloneurum and Styrax benf^oin in Sumatera. 
Sumateran benzoin is a resin produced by styrax trees, widely managed in 
forest gardens in the highlands of Sumatera and scattered in the whole 
island. The styrax leaves are rounded to elongated oval-shaped, 
measuring 4—15 cm long and 5 — 7.5 cm wide, in close resemblance to 
those on the colonnade reUefs at Djeser-Djeseru. 

Syrax henf^oin is a species of tree native to Sumatera in Indonesia. 
Common names for the tree include gum benjamin tree, loban (in Arabic), 
kemenyan (in Indonesia and Malaysia), onycha and Sumateran benzoin tree. 
It is a common member of the forests of Sumatera, where it grows to 
about 24 to 48 meters in maximum height. Styrax benzoin is cultivated in 
Sumatera as a main source of benzoin resin in Indonesia. 

Benzoin is misleadingly called frankincense, a term usually appUed to the 
resinous exudate from Boswellia spp of Arabia and Africa. It is possible 
that this use of the term frankincense derives from benzoin of 
Indonesian origin that was traded by the Arabs, who regarded it as a form 
of frankincense, at least 700 years ago. 
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In the 9th century, both types of benzoin resin were already being traded 
in China and used as components of traditional medicine (Sumateran 
benzoin) and perfumes (Siam benzoin). Arab traders were instrumental in 
the expansion of its trade, as it was fast becoming one of the most 
expensive trade products from the East. 

Arab geographical texts from the 9th century onwards refer to Fansur 
and Balus as the sources of high quality grades of camphor and benzoin. 
There is evidence to suggest that, in the tenth century, Arab merchants 
visited Fansur and Balus via Ceylon, in trading expeditions which were 
specifically aimed at purchasing the region’s famous camphor and 
benzoin. Fansur is identified as Pancur and Balus is Barus, two regions in 
the Southwest coast of Sumatera. Some authors write that Pancur was 
allegedly Punt. 

Benzoin resin has been extracted for centuries from wild trees that occur 
naturally on Sumatera, and as the market expanded local people started to 
plant benzoin trees in their gardens. It is not clear when cultivation began 
but it has existed for at least 200 years. The management system was 
described in Dutch reports in the late 19th century, and today’s practice 
does not differ much from the one reported then. Today, Sumateran 
benzoin has the bigger modern market share of around 4,000 tons per 
year compared to 70 tons for Siam benzoin (Katz et al 2002), though it is 
less valued on the international market. 

Bukit Kemenyan in Bengkulu, from its name meaning ''the hiU of 
benzoin” was a styrax forest. This place is in the area of Rejang people 
which allegedly has similar culture with the Egyptians as will be discussed 
here afterwards. 

Ebony Trees 

As described by Naville (1898) and Edwards (1891), the Egyptians were 
trading ebony wood from Punt. The colonnade reliefs at Djeser-Djeseru 
show the Egyptians feUing branches of ebony-trees (as in the figure 
below), with inscription ‘‘cutting ebony ingreat quantiy''' (Edwards 1891), the 
wood being carried to the ships by the negroes. The inscribed hahni 
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(g) (h) ® . 

Figure 24 - Ebony trees: (a) Punt, Naville (1898); (b) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; (c) to (g) various 
kinds of ebony trees found in Indonesia; (h) to (i) ebony woods. 

Ebony is a dense black wood, most commonly yielded by several 
different species in the genus Diospjros, The majority are native to the 
tropics, with only a few species extending into temperate regions. Ebony 
is dense enough to sink in water. It is finely-textured and has a very 


(Naville, 1898) generaUy translates ''ebony”. The ships were loaded with 
ebony. Beginning at the end of the long train which marches towards the 
queen, the Puntites were carrying ebony. Piles of ebony wood in the 
Garden of Amon were among the trading goods. 


m. 
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smooth finish when polished, making it valuable as an ornamental wood. 
Southeast Asian ebonies include more than 65 species. 

Ebony has a long history of use, with carved pieces having been found in 
Ancient Egyptian tombs. By the end of the 16th century, fine cabinets for 
the luxury trade were made of ebony in Antwerp. The wood’s dense 
hardness lent itself to refined moldings framing finely detailed pictorial 
panels with carving in very low relief (bas-relief), usually of allegorical 
subjects, or with scenes taken from classical or Christian history. Within a 
short time, such cabinets were also being made in Paris, where their 
makers became known as ebenistes^ which remains the French term for a 
cabinetmaker. 

CiNNAMON WOOD 

The inscription on the colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru describe that 
cinnamon wood is the product of Punt. The inscribed tesheps (Naville 
1898) is translated by Naville as cinnamon wood. The inscribed khesjt 
(Naville 1898) can probably mean cassia wood. 



(a) _ 

Figure 25 - Cinnamon: (a) trees in Kerinci, Sumatera; 
(b) wood transported by people; (c) barks. 


Cinnamon or cassia wood is obtained from several trees from the genus 
Cinnamomum that the bark is used in both sweet and savory foods. While 
Cinnamomum verum is sometimes considered to be “true cinnamon”, most 
cinnamon in international commerce is derived from related species, 
which are also referred to as ‘"cassia” to distinguish them from “true 
cinnamon”. Cinnamon is the name for perhaps a dozen species of trees 
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and the commercial spice products that some of them produce. AU are 
members of the genus Cinnamomum in the famUy Pauraceae, 

Cinnamon was so highly pri2ed among ancient nations that it was 
regarded as a gift fit for monarchs and even for a god: a fine inscription 
records the gift of cinnamon and cassia to the temple of ApoUo at 
Miletus. The Greeks used kdsia or malahathron to flavor wine, together 
with absinth wormwood {Artemisia absinthium), While Theophrastus (ca 
?>1\ — ca 287 BCE) gives a good account of the plants, he describes a 
curious method for harvesting: worms eat away the wood and leave the 
bark behind. Egyptian recipes for kjphi^ an aromatic used for burning, 
included cinnamon and cassia from HeUenistic times onward. The gifts of 
HeUenistic rulers to temples sometimes included cassia and cinnamon as 
well as incense, myrrh and Indian incense {kosto^, so one might conclude 
that the Greeks used it for similar purposes. 

Through the Middle Ages, the source of cinnamon was a mystery to the 
Western world. From reading Latin writers who quoted Herodotus, 
Europeans had learned that cinnamon came up the Red Sea to the 
trading ports of Egypt, but where it came from was less than clear. When 
the Sieur de JoinviUe accompanied his king to Egypt on crusade in 1248 
CE, he reported — and beUeved — what he had been told: that cinnamon 
was fished up in nets at the source of the Nile out at the edge of the 
world (ie the Land of Punt). 

By way of background, cinnamon is grown primarily in Indonesia, 
Vietnam and China, while its rarer and more expensive relative, Ceylon 
cinnamon, comes from Sri Lanka. 85% of the cinnamon in today’s world 
market originates from Indonesia, in great measure originates from 
Central Sumatera, an area also better known as Kerinci. The fertile soils of 
the slopes of the Kerinci high vaUey with abundant rainfaU are widely 
grows cinnamon trees producing high quaUty cinnamon. 

Camphor 

Camphor laurel tree {Cinnamomum camphord) is a tree that produces 
camphor. Cinnamomum camphora is a large evergreen tree found in Asia 
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(particularly in Sumatera and Kalimantan). Camphor is also found in the 
kapur (JPryobalanops sp), a tali timber tree from the same region. 



(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 26 - Camphor: (a) tree; (b) leaves and seeds; (c) crystal. 


The fragrant camphor tree and its products, such as camphor oil, have 
been coveted since ancient times. Having a rich history of traditional use, 
it was particularly used as a fumigant during the era of the Black Death 
and considered as a valuable ingredient in both perfume and embalming 
fluid in Ancient Egypt and Babylon. 

The word camphor derives from the French word camphre^ itself from 
Medieval Latin camfora, from Arabic kafur^ from Sanskrit, 
{karpuram). The term ultimately was derived from Old Malay kapur harus 
which means ‘'the chalk of Barus”. Barus was the name of an ancient 
port located near modern Sibolga city on the Western coast of Sumatera 
(today North Sumatera Province, Indonesia). This port was initiaUy built 
prior to the Indian-Batak trade in camphor, benzoin and spices. Traders 
from India, East Asia and the Middle East would use the term kapur barus 
to buy the dried extracted ooze of camphor laurel trees {Cinnamonum 
camphord) from the local Batak tribesmen; the camphor tree itself is 
endemic to that region. In the proto-Malay-Austronesian language, it is 
also known as kapur barus, Even now, the local tribespeople and 
Indonesians in general refer to aromatic naphthalene balls and moth balls 
as kapur barus. The Quran Surah Al-Insan includes the word kafur (jj^^) 
recommended to be mixed into drinks, which indicates that camphor has 
been known in Arabia at that time. 
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Balsam 

An inscription on the colonnade at Djeser-Djesem describes that balsam 
is the product of Punt. The inscribed dhemtu (Naville 1898) is translated 
by Naville as balsam. Ahemtu probably also means camphor, as camphor 
is one of the ingredients to concoct balsam. 

Balsam is a solution of plant-specific resins in plant-specific solvents 
(essential oils). Such resins can include resin acids, esters or alcohols. The 
exudate is a mobile to highly viscous liquid and often contains crystallized 
resin particles. Over time and as a result of other influences the exudate 
loses its lLquidi 2 ing components or gets chemically converted into a solid 
material {ie by autoxidation). 

Camphor is considered as a valuable ingredient in the embalming fluid in 
Ancient Egypt and Babylon. Some authors require balsams to contain 
benzoic or cinnamic acid or their esters. As mention above, these 
materials are numerous in Sumatera. 

Nutmeg oil 

The corpus delicti — a plain flacon from among the possessions of Pharaoh 
Hatshepsut — contained large amounts of palm and nutmeg oil 
(Wiedenfeld^/^/2011). 



(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 27 - Nutmeg: (a) tree; (b) fmits; (e) seeds. 


Nutmeg and its sister-spice mace are both products of the nutmeg tree, 
derived from several species of tree in the genus Myristica. The genus 
comprises about 100 species found throughout the tropics, especially in 
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the Malayan region; but of these, the most important commercial species 
is Mjristica fragrans^ an evergreen tree indigenous to the Banda Islands in 
the Maluku of Indonesia which contains enough of an aromatic essential 
oil to make it valuable for cultivation. Nutmeg is the dried seed of the 
plant; mace is the dried aril surrounding the shell enclosing the seed. 
Several other commercial products are also produced from the trees, 
including essential oils, extracted oleoresins and nutmeg butter. Nutmeg 
is also cultivated on Penang Island in Malaysia, in the Caribbean, 
especially in Grenada, and in Kerala, a State formerly known as Malabar 
in ancient writings as the hub of spice trading, in Southern India. Other 
species used to adulterate the spice include Papuan nutmeg Mjristica 
argentea from New Guinea, and Mjristica malaharica from India. In the 
17th-century work Hortus Botanicus Malaharicus^ Hendrik van Rheede 
records that Indians learned the usage of nutmeg from the Indonesians 
through ancient trade routes. 

Short^horned Cows 

As described by Naville (1898) and Edwards (1891), the Egyptians were 
also trading short-horned cattle from Punt. From NaviUe’s illustration 
and the reliefs at Djeser-Djeseru, the cattle are identified as cows. These 
are much different with the long-horned cattle, also on the reUefs, from 
the Southern Countries, vi^ the regions of the Upper Nile which are more 
Uke sanga cattle. 

Southeast Asian name for short-horned cow is banteng or tembadau (wild), 
sapi or lembu (domesticated). Banteng (Bos javanicus) is a species of wild 
cattle found in Southeast Asia. Banteng have been domesticated in 
Southeast Asia, and there are around 1.5 million domestic banteng^ which 
are called Balinese cow (Bos javanicus domesticu^, sapi or lembu, These 
animals have high economic value in the region and are used as working 
animals and for their meat. Banteng have also been introduced to 
Northern Australia, where they have established stable feral populations. 

In their myth, cow is regarded as a divine animal in the archipelago. 
Batara Guru having the highest status of god in the upper world is 
symboUzed as always rides a divine cow, named Lembu Andini. 
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Figure 28 — Short-horned cows: (a) to (c) Punt, Naville (1898); 
(d) to Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; (g) Sumatera; (h) BaH; (i) Java. 


The foUowing subspecies are recognized: Javan banteng (Bos javanicus 
javanicu^, found in Java and Bali, the males are black and females are buff. 
Kalimantan banteng {Bos javanicus lowi)^ from Kalimantan, they are smaller 
than the Javan banteng and the horns are steeper; buUs are chocolate- 
brown. Burmese banteng {Bos javanicus birmanicu^, in Myanmar, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, these males and females are usually buff, 
but in Cambodia, 20% of the bulls are blackish, and on the Malayan 
Peninsula in Thailand, most of the bulls are black. 
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Bos palaesondaicus occurred on Pleistocene Java and belongs to the Bovinae 
subfamily. It has been described by the Dutch paleoanthropologist 
Eugtee Dubois in 1908. The holotype of Bos palaesondaicus is a skull from 
Trinil. This species is the Ukely the ancestor to the banteng (Bos javanicu^, 

Zehu (Bos primigenius indicus or Bos indicus or Bos taurus indicu^^ sometimes 
known as indicine cattie, humped catde or brahman, is a species or sub- 
species of domestic cattle originating in South Asia. Zebu^ are 
characterized by a fatty hump on their shoulders, a large dewlap and 
sometimes drooping ears. Zebu catde are thought to be derived from 
Asian aurochs^ sometimes regarded as a subspecies, Bos primigenius 
namadicus. Wild Asian aurochs disappeared during the time of the Indus 
Valley Civilization from its range in the Indus basin and other parts of 
the South Asia possibly due to inter-breeding with domestic t^bu and 
resultant fragmentation of wild populations due to loss of habitat 
(Rangaraj an 2001). 

Javan and Sumateran cows are believed to be derived from ^bu (the 
words sapiy lembu and t^bu are believed from the same origin). 
Archaeological evidence suggest that the species were present in Egypt 
around 2000 BCE (Marshall 1989), almost coincidence with the Egyptian 
expeditions to Punt. It becomes an indication that the Punt expeditions, 
in which cow is among the trading animals, were towards the East 
through Indian Ocean. 

PONIES 

The inscriptions on the colonnade reUefs at Djeser-Djeseru mention '^The 
great ass that carries his wifi\ a translation by Naville (1898), referring to an 
equus. Remains of the inscription show that an elephant and a horse were 
among the animals embarked from Punt for the gratification of 
Hatshepsut. 

The equus of Punt, one was for carrying the obese lady Ati and the other 
for transporting goods, has elongated back, slim belly, fine Umbs, narrow 
chest and frame, long and thin neck, fine head with elongated, taper and 
straight profile; and small eyes, which resembles a pony rather than an 
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ass, except its ears are large and long. Its height is about 1 meter (3.3 
feet), a litde bit shorter than the Indonesian ponies which are around 1.2 
meters (3.9 feet). 




(d) (e) (0 

Figure 29 - Ponies: (a) Punt, Mariette (1877); (b) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; (c) Batak; 

(d) Java; (e) Sumba and Sumbawa; Sandalwood (Sumba). 

The different breeds of native Indonesian horses are slender, but stiU 
strong and sturdy, so they deserve to be called ponies than horses. The 
ponies are thought to have descended from Mongolian horse. In general, 
they are well-conformed, and most of their faults are pardy to blame on 
the poor forage to which they have access. The only other breed of the 
country which is of better quality is the Sandalwood pony. 

The ponies have a fine head or rather heavy with a straight or slighdy 
convex profile. The neck is long for some breeds but short for the others, 
muscular and thin, the withers are low to prominent. The chest and frame 
are narrow, the back is usually long, and the quarters sloping. The legs are 
fine but tough with good hooves. They usually average about 1.2 meters 
(3.9 feet) but may stand up to 1.3 meters (4.3 feet), and are generaUy 
brown, but can be any colors. 
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The ponies have continually been infused with additional bloods, mosdy 
Arabian to improve their quality, so that it can be expected that the 
indigenous breeds were slenderer and shorter than what we can see now. 
So were the ears just possible larger and longer. 

Pony is the mascot of Bengkulu City, shown as a statue named Patung 
Kuda Kerdil (means the statue of pigmy horse, or pony) located at the 
city center. 

PlG>*TAILED MACAQUES 

The reliefs on the colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru show macaques, first on 
the decks of the laden ships and the others in the long train which 
marches towards the queen. On a fragment illustrated by Naville, shown 
a macaque climbing a palm tree, seemingly in the Southern countries 
where they were breeded there. The other fragment of the upper register 
of the reliefs shows a macaque holding her baby. The inscriptions 
describe them as dndu (Naville 1898) which generally translates "^apes”. 

Pig-tailed macaques are found in the Southern half of the Malay Peninsula 
(only just extending into southernmost Thailand), Kalimantan, Sumatera 
and Bangka Island, classified as ‘^Southern pig-tailed macaque” {Macaca 
nemestrind)^ and in Pagai Islands, Siberut Island, Bangladesh, Cambodia, 
China, India, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam, classified as 
'‘northern pig-tailed macaque” {Macaca leonind). The local name in 
Indonesian and Malaysian is beruk. 

Pig-tailed macaques live in elevations starting at sea level and ranging to 
above 2,000 m (6,560 feet). They live in forests, mosdy rainforests and 
swamps. They prefer dense, humid rainforest. Within a group or colony, 
macaques like to go down to the ground to look for feU fruits. Sometimes 
they go to the river or lake to drink and play. The new master childbirth, 
sometimes seen carrying her baby. While the young macaques sometimes 
look up and down the tree and playing chase. Macaques are usually dare 
to approach human and can be friends of men. In the area of Pariaman, 
West Sumatera, macaques are taught to help people picking coconuts. 
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Figure 30 — Pig-tailed macaques: (a) Punt, NaviUe (1898); (b) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; 
(c) Siberut; (d) Sumatera; (e) Kalimantan; Thailand; (g) Pagai; (h) Cambodia; 

(i) used for picking coconuts in Sumatera. 


In 2010, a genetic study was conducted on the mummified remains of 
baboons that were supposedly brought back from Punt by the ancient 
Egyptians. Led by a research team from the Egj^tian Museum and the 
University of California, the scientists used oxygen isotope analysis to 
examine hairs from two baboon mummies that had been preserved in the 
British Museum. One of the baboons had distorted isotopic data, so the 
other’s oxygen isotope values were compared to those of modern-day 
baboon specimens from regions of interest. The researchers found that 
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the mummies most closely matched modem specimens seen in Eritrea 
and Ethiopia as opposed to those in neighboring Somalia. However, this 
study has not proved anything for the foUowing reasons. The researchers 
were only able to identify the origin of the baboon from the Valley of the 
Kings. The other baboon, from Thebes, appears to have spent some time 
living in Egypt as an exotic pet. While it was living in Egypt, and 
consuming the local diet, its oxygen isotope value changed. That change 
means that researchers could not tell where it was from. Therefore, 
isotopic signature could be identified only from one baboon and the 
localization is still very vague. 

There is a famous legend among the Rejangese which tells a story of a 
white pig-tailed macaque {beruk putih). Rejang people allegedly have 
similar culture with the Egyptian as will be discussed here afterwards. 

One-horned Rhinoceros 

Two fragments of the upper register of the reliefs on the colonnade at 
Djeser-Djeseru show a one-horned rhinoceros in Punt. Naville (1898) 
argues that just possible the horns of the rhinoceros are among the 
products of Punt, bearing the name which generaUy translates ‘"ivory”. 
On the relief, the objects caUed '"ivory”, have a shape much more like 
rhinoceros horns than elephant tusks. However, the author argues that 
the objects in question are buffalo or cow horns, as will be described 
hereinafter. 



(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 31 - One-horned rhinoceros: (a) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; (b) Java; (c) Sumatera. 
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One-horned rhinoceros in Southeast Asia is known as Javan rhinoceros 
(^inoceros sondaicus)^ Sunda rhinoceros or lesser one-horned rhinoceros. 
Once the most widespread of Asian rhinoceroses, the Javan rhinoceros 
ranged from the islands of Java and Sumatera, throughout Southeast 
Asia, and into India and China. The species is critically endangered, with 
only one known population in the wild, and no individuals in captivity. It 
is possibly the rarest large mammal on earth, with a population of as few 
as 58 to 61 in Ujung Kulon National Park at the Western tip of Java in 
Indonesia. A second population in Cat Tien National Park in Vietnam 
was confirmed as extinct in 2011. The decline of the Javan rhinoceros is 
attributed to poaching, primarily for their horns, which are highly valued 
in traditional Chinese medicine. 

In the same family, the Indian rhinoceros (^inoceros unicomis)^ also called 
the greater one-horned rhinoceros and great Indian rhinoceros, is a 
rhinoceros native to the Indian subcontinent. It once ranged throughout 
the entire stretch of the Indo-Gangetic Plain, but excessive hunting and 
agricultural development reduced their range drastically to 11 sites in 
northern India and Southern Nepal. 

There is a legend among the Rejangese which tells a story about a man 
named Si Pahit Lidah (Uterally means “bitter tongue”) meeting with a 
group of rhinoceros, that one of them became a stone now called Batu 
Badak ("^Rhinoceros Stone”) because of his magic. Rejang people 
allegedly have similar culture with the Egyptians as wiU be discussed here 
afterwards. 

DOGS 

The reliefs on the colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru and a fragment iUustrated 
by NaviUe show native dogs roaming around the houses and garden or 
guided. The inscriptions describe dogs as being the product of Punt. 

Ajag (Cuon alpinus javanicus or Cuon alpinus sumatrensis) also known as the 
Asiatic wild dog is a canid native to Southeast Asia. The species is found 
on the islands of Sumatera and Java, inhabits mainly in mountainous 
areas and forests. It is medium in size with reddish brown fur, highlights 
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along the lower neck from the lower chin to the front end of belly. The 
tail is long and heavy with blackish fur. 




(d) (e) ® 

Figure 32 — Dogs: (a) and (b) Punt, Naville (1898); (c) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; 

(d) and (e) ajag, native Southeast Asian dog; Indian dhole. 

Peter Savolainen of the KTH Royal Institute of Technology in Sweden 
(2015) and Ya-Ping Zhang of the Kunming Institute of Zoology in China 
(2015) suggest that humans first domesticated dogs in Southeast Asia 
33,000 years ago, and that about 15,000 years ago a subset of dog 
ancestors began to migrate toward the Middle East and Africa. Their 
movement was likely inspired by that of their human companions, but it’s 
also possible that they began their journey independendy. One possible 
motivating factor could have been melting glaciers, which started 
retreating approximately 19,000 years back. It wasn’t until 5,000 years 
after they first began spreading out from Southeast Asia that dogs are 
thought to have reached Europe. Before finally making their way to the 
Americas, one of these groups doubled-back to Asia where they interbred 
with dogs that had migrated to northern China. If only more of today’s 
pets were that active. 
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(d) (e) 

Figure 33 — Clouded leopards: (a) skins, Mariette (1877); (b) Punt, Naville (1898); 

(c) Sumatera; (d) Kalimantan; (e) Mainland Southeast Asia; (Q Java. 

Clouded leopard (Neofelis nebulosd) is found from the Himalayan foothills 
through mainland Southeast Asia into China. The Sunda clouded leopard 
(Neofelis diardi) found in Sumatera and Kalimantan is genetically distinct 
and has been considered a separate species since 2006. The Sunda 
clouded leopard is the largest cat in Kalimantan, and has a stocky build. 
Its tail can grow to be as long as its body, aiding balance. Its coat is 
marked with irregularly-shaped, dark-edged ovals which are said to be 
shaped like clouds, hence its common name. 


Clouded leopards 

The inscription on the colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru describes that 
leopard skins are the product of Punt. The inscribed dnemu nu dhju 
(Naville 1898) generaUy translates 'deopard skins”. The reliefs show a 
heap of leopard skins which Mariette and Duemichen Ulustrated them as 
clouded type but Naville did not. A fragment illustrated by Naville shows 
a roaring leopard in Punt. 
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The Javan leopard Q?anthera pardus melas) is a leopard subspecies confined 
to the Indonesian island of Java, craniometrically distinct from leopards 
from the rest of Asia, and are a distinct taxon that split off from other 
Asian leopards hundreds of thousands of years ago. 

IVORIES OR HORNS 

The inscriptions on the colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru describe that ivory 
is the product of Punt. The inscribed udh (Naville 1898) or ahw generally 
translates “ivory”. The reliefs show stacks of ivory loaded on the ship and 
in the Garden of Amon. Remains of the inscription show that an 
elephant and a horse were among the animals embarked from Punt for 
the gratification of Hatshepsut. 




(d) (e) _ (e) 

Figure 34 - Elephants: (a) and (b) Puntite ivory, Naville (1898); (c) and (d) Sumatera; 

(e) and (Q Kalimantan. 

Two of the four sub species of Asian elephants are found in Indonesia 
and Malaysia. The Sumateran elephant is found on the island of 
Sumatera, and the Kalimantan elephant on the island o f Kalimantan. In 
general, Asian elephants are smaller than African elephants and have the 
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highest body point on the head. The tip of their trunk has one finger-like 
process. Their back is convex or level. Females are usually smaller than 
males, and have short or no tusks. 

The Sumateran elephant {Elephas maximus Sumateranus) is one of four 
recognized subspecies of the Asian elephant, and native to the Indonesia 
island of Sumatera. The Kalimantan elephant (Elepbas maximus homeensis)^ 
also called the Kalimantan pygmy elephant, inhabits northeastern 
Kalimantan. It has become commonplace to refer to Kalimantan 
elephants as a 'pygmy’ subspecies. But adult elephants of Sabah of both 
genders are similar in height to their counterparts in Peninsular Malaysia. 
There was no significant difference in any of the characters between the 
two captive populations. The now extinct Java elephant {Elephas maximus 
sondaicus) once inhabited Java is identical to the Kalimantan elephant. 

The Sumateran forests abounding with elephants, ivory is consequently 
found in abundance, and is carried both to the China and Europe 
markets. The animals themselves were formerly the objects of a 
considerable traffic from Achin, Afghanistan to the coast of Coromandel, 
and vessels were built expressly for their transport. 

One of the habitats of Sumateran elephant is in Seblat, southeast 
Sumatera, within the area of Kerinci-Seblat National Park. This place is in 
the area of Rejang people which allegedly has similar culture with the 
Egyptians as will be discussed here afterwards. 

NaviUe (1898) argues that just possible the horns of the rhinoceros are 
among the products of Punt, bearing the name which generally translates 
"ivory”. But the author argues that they are cow or buffalo horns because 
they can be made into ornaments and other valuables. It is unknown that 
rhino horn was used as medicines in Eg 3 q)t. The reliefs on the colonnade 
waU of Djeser-Djeseru show figures which are more likely cow or buffalo 
horns rather than elephant tusks nor rhino horns. 

Buffalo is one of the animals of greatest economic and religious value 
used as a sacrificial victim in the Southeast Asia, Indian sub-continent 
and Southern China. Buffalos are also commonly used to plough the rice 
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fields, to prepare the soil for planting with handmade wooden plows, 
since the ancient time in Southeast Asia. A characteristic of Southeast 
Asian houses is the forked horn on the roof, which is considered to be a 
Symbol of the buffalo, regarded throughout the region as a link between 
heaven and this world. The most famous stilt houses of Indonesia are 
those of the Dayak in Kalimantan, the Minangkabau and Batak in 
Sumatera, and the Toraja in Sulawesi. 






Figure 35 — Horns: (a) and (b) Puntite ivories/horns, Naville (1898); 

(c) and (d) inscriptions on cow/buffalo horns, Kerinci, Sumatera; (e) buffalo. 

Monkeys 


The inscription on the colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru describe that 
monkeys are the product of Punt. The inscribed ^efu (Naville 1898) 
generally translates '"monkey”. Fragments illustrated by Naville shows 
figures of monkeys. 

There are more than 200 primate (apes and monkeys) species in the 
world, 40 species or 25% of which live in Indonesia. Unfortunately, 70% 
of Indonesian primates are threatened by extinction due to habitat loss 
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and degradation and also the poaching for trade. Every year, thousands 
primate from various species are caught from the wild to be traded as 
pets or for meat consumption. The primates poached for their meat 
include Javan langur (Trachjpithecus auratus)^ long-tailed macaque (Macaca 
fascicularis)^ Sumateran langur (Presbjtis thomasiy Preshytis melalophos)^ and the 
pig-tailed macaque (Macaca nemestrinay Macaca leonind), The meats of these 
primates are falsely believed to have healing properties, for example to 
cure asthma. Most primates in Indonesia have been protected by law 
meaning that the trade and ownership is illegal. 



(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 36 — Monkeys: (a) Punt, Naville (1898); (b) lutung (Sumatera dan Kalimantan); 

(c) Javan lutung putih. 


Turtles and Tortoises 

The reliefs on the colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru show Unes of water in 
which fishes, turtie and tortoise are swimming. Things under the tusks in 
the shade of the trees is a substance called kash (Naville 1898), the 
meaning of which is doubtful, but Naville considers being tortoise-shell 
judging from the determinative. 

Indonesia is a country which rich of freshwater turtles, tortoises and 
terrapins species. Most of them are facing extinction due to habitat loss, 
hunting and human consumption. Among the endangered are Southeast 
Asian narrow-headed softsheU turde (Chitra chitrd)^ Southern river terrapin 
(Batagur affinis)^ painted terrapin (Batagur bomeoensis)^ Roti island snake- 
necked turde (Chelodina mccordi)^ Sulawesi forest turde (Leucocepha/on 
yuwonoi)y Cantor’s giant softsheU turde (Pelochelys cantoni)^ Asian forest 
tortoises {Manouria emjs emys)^ and spiny turde (Heosemjs spinosd). 
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Figure 37 — Turtles and tortoises: (a) to Puntite turtie, tortoise and shells, Mariette (1877) 
and Djeser-Djeseru; (g) Asian box turde; (h) Malaysian giant turde; (i) tortoise shell. 


Asian box turtles are turtles of the genus Cuora in the family Geoemjdidae. 
There are about 12 species. The keeled box turtie (Pjxidea mouhotii syn 
Cuora mouhotii) is often included in this genus, or separated in the 
monotypic genus Pjxidea. Genus Cuora is distributed from China to 
Indonesia and the Philippines. Asian forest tortoise (Manouria emjs), also 
known as Asian brown tortoise, is a species of tortoise found in India 
(Assam), Bangladesh, Burma (or Myanmar), Thailand, Malaysia and 
Indonesia (Sumatera, Kalimantan). Malaysian giant turde or Kalimantan 
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river turtle {Orlitia homeensis) is a species of turtles in the Bataguridae family 
found in Indonesia and Malaysia. It is monotypic within the genus Orlitia. 

The Southeast Asian archipelago with its medicines, spices and aromatic 
substances, with precious timbers and tortoise shell was an important link 
in the ancient far-reaching trade network, interconnecting continents. An 
ancient Roman account, Taprobana, the present-day Kalimantan Island, 
produces pearls, transparent stones, muslins and tortoise shell. 

Fishes 

The reliefs on the colonnade at Djeser-Djeseru show lines of water in 
which fishes, turtie and tortoise are swimming. AU those fishes, along 
with other marine creatures such as spiny lobster and squid, are clearly 
recognizable as species that inhabit the Southeast Asian seas and oceans. 
The engraved striated frogfish (Figure 39) is a tropical fish mainly found 
in Indian and Pacific Oceans coral reefs. 



Figure 38 - Fishes and other marine creatures of the Punt (Mariette 1877). 


Fisheries are integral to the way of Ufe of many Southeast Asians. Twelve 
countries bordering on the region are all traditionaUy fishing nations 
though the magnitude of fishing effort varies from one to the other. They 
are Myanmar, Burma, China, including the mainland and Taiwan 
Province, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Cambodia, Macau, Malaysia, the 
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Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. The surface sea current in the 
region changes its direction completely 
in accordance with the two monsoon 
seasons, with the exception of the 
Malaka Strait where waters flow always 
in a northerly direction, although the 
intensity varies according to the season. 
These are the distinctions in the 
environmental characteristics of the 
region that determine the species and 
ecological features of the resources. The 
region-specific features of the resources, which have been derived from 
the above-mentioned environment in the region, are the multispecies 
nature of fish community; the fast growing and early maturing of the 
individual fish with relatively short life span; end the multiple or almost 
all year-round prolonged spawning. 

The region is also characterized by the abundant distribution of coral 
reefs, especially in the western-most and eastern parts, while mangroves 
are numerous where there is substantial discharge of fresh water. The 
Coral Triangle is in the six Indo-Pacific countries of Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea and Timor-Leste. 

Southeast Asia has a coastline of 173,000 kilometers and a sea area of 
over 4.4 million square kilometers (UNESCAP 2006). Southeast Asia has 
an estimated 2,500 fish species (ASEAN 2002). The Coastal countries in 
the region are significant producers of fish. The Coral Triangle harbors 
600 species of coral and more than 1,300 reef-associated fish species 
(ASEAN 2013). 

Gold 

Gold from Punt is recorded as having been in Egypt as early as the time 
of Pharaoh Khufu of the Fourth Dynasty. The Fifth Dynasty Pharaoh 
Sahure’s expedition also brought back electrum, a natural aUoy of gold 
and silver, among other items. 



Figure 39 — Striated frogfish 
engraved at Djeser-Djeseru. This fish 
species is tropics mainly found in 
Indian and Pacific Oceans coral reefs. 
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(a) (b) 

Figure 40 — Gold of Punt (Naville 1898). 


The inscriptions on the colonnade at Djeser-Djesem mention gold is the 
product of Punt. Several gold rings are shown on the reliefs. Naville 
describes the inscription as rings and boxes fuU of the metal asem^ also 
called in Egyptian papyri dsemos^ ie the Greek electrum, an alloy of gold 
and silver. The reliefs show tributes brought by the people of Punt 
consist of gold in rings, among other items. One of the sons of Parehu 
carries a bowl of gold-dust. 

Ancient Chinese and Indian manuscripts speak of unbelievable gold 
treasures to be found in various parts of Southeast Asia. One of these 
areas was known by its Sanskrit name of Suvarnadvipa (‘Tsland of 
Gold”), which according to some scholars refers to Sumatera, although 
others think that this name may correspond to a larger region in 
Southeast Asia. The 2nd century Ptolemy’s Geographia contains a region 
named Aurea Chersonesus, which refers to Tanjungemas (‘‘Golden 
Peninsula”) in West Sumatera, as a gold producing region (Irwanto 2017). 
While textual evidence may be ambiguous, there are plenty of physical 
evidence to indicate that Sumatera was the site of a flourishing gold 
mining industry in pre-historic times. 

When early European explorers and traders came to the island, they 
found widespread abandoned alluvial and underground gold workings. 
The extensiveness of some of these workings suggests the presence of a 
very large, organized workforce. Some of the larger sites include 
Lebongdonok in Bengkulu, where large grinding stones and classical gold 
coins have been found, underground excavations in palaeo-alluvials 
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covered by volcanic deposits in Jambi, and Salido in West Sumatera. 
Waste material found in the vicinity of Lebongdonok assayed 180 — 200 
g/1 Au and 300 — 1200 g/t Ag, suggesting that only very high bonan 2 a 
grades were mined. 

There is also archaeological evidence indicating that gold was melted and 
worked at Kotacina, North Sumatera, which was a major trading center 
between the 12th and 14th centuries, and that mercury was used for 
amalgamation. The nearest hard rock workings are located 50 km 
Southwest of Kotacina. 

In addition to this physical evidence there are stories, legends, and written 
reports suggesting that gold played an important role in the early history 
of Sumatera. Here are a few examples. In the 14th century, the Sumateran 
ruler Adityawarman, who had an honorific tide of Kanakamedinindra 
(‘'Gold Land Lord”), is thought to have moved his Capital to West 
Sumatera, because of rich gold deposits present in the hinterland, where 
Ptolemy mentions it as Aurea Chersonesus. Many stories have been told 
over the ages in the Lebong district about Sultan Daula Mahkuta 
Alamsyah, a “descendant of Alexander the Great”, who once ruled the 
mighty empire of Pagarruyung and sent his explorers out over the 
mountains to search for precious metals. Captain William Dampier (1651 
— 1715), an English navigator and accomplished naturalist and writer, 
who made three voyages around the world, reported in 1689 that 
significant amounts of gold were mined in Aceh. 

The first documented gold mining activity in Sumatera is the re-opening 
of the ancient silver-rich Salido gold mine in West Sumatera in 1669 by 
the Dutch East Indian Company, a trading company that for two 
centuries monopolized trade between Europe and Asia. The government 
of the Netherlands East Indies initiated geological investigations 
combined with mineral exploration in 1850 and private industry followed 
30 years later. Between 1899 and 1940, 14 gold mines were developed, 
including two aUuvial dredging operations, most of which were short- 
lived and uneconomic. Today Indonesia is a leading mining country in 
Asia for its gold mine. 
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As described by Naville, the gold of Punt is not pure gold but an alloy of 
gold and silver, inscribed as asem, The same case is in the Pharaoh 
Sahure’s expedition. Waste material found in the vicinity of 
Lebongdonok ancient mine, Southwest Sumatera, contains mixture of 
gold and silver, could be the gold mine site of Punt. Furthermore, the 
Egyptian asem and dsemos phonetically resembles emas,, means '‘gold” in 
Malay. Lebongdonok is in the area of Rejang people which allegedly has 
similar culture with the Egyptian as will be discussed afterwards. 

PUNTITE, THE PEOPLE OF PUNT 

The Puntite, unlike the ancient Egyptians, had longer hair and little facial 
hair. They are painted red on the sculpture, but not as dark as the 
Egyptians. The Puntite is a tali, well-shaped man, his hair is brighter, 
neatly cut; his nose is straight, his beard long and pointed grows on his 
chain only; he wears only a loincloth with a belt in which a dagger is 
fixed. 



(a) 


(b) 


(c) 



(d) (e) _ W 

Figure 41 — The people of Punt: (a) and (b) Punt, Mariette (1877); (c) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; 
(d) and (e) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; (f) Enggano, Modigliani (1894). 
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Figure 41 — The people of Punt (continued): (g) to 0 Enggano, Modigliani (1894); (k) 


Enggano, engraving (1855) (\) Nias (1854); (m) and (n) Mentawai; (o) Java, Borobudur 


temple relief (9th century CE). 


The inscription engraved in front of the chief States that he is ''The Great 
[Chief| of Puntj Pareh^\ His left leg is covered with a bracing of rings. In 
one scene, his left hand holds a curved weapon. His spouse, a very 
singular and unbeautiful person, stood with strong bow and stoop, is 
described as ''his mfey Ati\ She wears bracelets on her wrists, anklets on 
her ankles, and a necklace of alternate bead and chain work round her 
throat. Her hair, like that of her daughter, is bound with a headband on 
the brow. Her features are repulsive, and her cheek is disfigured by facial 
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wrinkles. She is hideously obese, her limbs and body being weighed down 
by roUs of skin. 


'Mm 




(a) (b) 

0 



(c) (d) 

Figure 42 — Puntite chief and his wife: (a) and (b) Mariette (1877); (c) and (d) Djeser-Djesem. 

The painted light red color of the skin indicates that its color is lighter 
than the painted dark red Egyptians. The skin color, the little facial hair, 
the straight nose and the on-chain-only beard are a typical of a 
mongoloid Malay. The chief s hair and beard are grey, indicating that he 
is an old man. In the Malay tradition, the elder is considered to be wiser, 
called the Utua (‘‘elder”). Derived from the same term, today’s Indonesian 
and Malaysian ketua (also “elder”) is a call to a chief though he is young. 
His gestures, in both scenes of heading off the royal envoy and in the 
offering of exchange, with his bowing and stooping, his raised hands with 
palms facing forward, his raised right hand in front of his chest with 
thumb pointing forward and fingers folding backward, his slighdy 
weighted forward body, his feet positions and his face expression indicate 
that he is a wise man, and these are typical gestures of Malay tradition in 
facing others with honor and politeness. 
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The same gestures of the lady but with strong bow and stoop, and in the 
scene of exchange offering her left arm is straighdy downward with palm 
facing forward, are also a typical Malay tradition for a woman to honor 
others with politeness, especially to men. So she does not have a 
deformity sickness as some writers judge. Her facial wrinkles, her 
weighted down rolled limbs and body skin, and her passes that she must 
mount on a horse, show that she is an obese old woman. 

A note by Charles Miller (1771), which describe that the Engganese are a 
tali, well-made people; the men in general are about 5 feet 8 or 10 inches 
(173 — 178 centimeters) high while the women are shorter and more 
clumsily built, confirms the above characteristics. 

The name of the chief of Punt, Parehu, is a typical Engganese name 
which may reflect the ancient Malay name. Modigliani (1894) mentions 
many similar Engganese man names, such as Paraiiha, Purihio, Pachehu, 
Paradua, Pahobeio and 
others which prefixed by 
a syUable ‘Ta” or ‘Tu”. 

While for the name of the 
chiefs wife, Ati, the 
author believes that it is a 
nick name where the fuU 
name is unknown. Ati as 
weU as other similar Eti, 

Ita, Yati, Tati and Tuti are 
very common nick names 
in the archipelago. 

The Puntites, like their chief, wear only a loincloth with a belt, bound hair 
with headbands and a necklace on their necks; they wear loin-cloths of 
the same fashion as that worn by the Egyptians but shawls are inside to 
cover their genitals. These are the typical of ancient Malay people which 
are still observable today in the Barrier Islands (Enggano, Mentawai, 
Nias, Andaman, Nicobar and some others). The Barrier Islands loin-cloth 
is a beUy belt tucked into a cloth to cover the genital, Modigliani writes it 



PorauhA, oomo di Eogaao. 


Figure 43 — Parauha, an Engganese man 
(Modigliani 1894). 
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as an eapL The clothes vary from small size enough to cover the genital to 
fuUy envelop the hip and the thighs. 

Until the early 20th century, clothes and accessories from tree bark as 
everyday (undecorated) and ceremonial (decorated) were worn for 
coating. Partly due to the introduction of woven fabrics became bark 
clothing into disuse. Decorated tree bark clothing and accessories were in 
the early 20th century still worn during ceremonies (Rijksmuseum). 

PETTICOATS 

The lady of Punt wears a petticoat. Her petticoat is apparently a girdle, 
still worn now by the southwestern remote islanders of Sumatera, 
expressed as a transparent cloth in the Egyptian art. The chief s daughter 
also wears the same type of petticoat. Modigliani (1894) describes the 
petticoat of Engganese woman as made of glass beads strung on thin 
plant fibers that hang down from a belt of woven strips of rattan, tie both 
ends with wires behind and then drives them to hide them inside. Above 



(d) (e) Q 

Figure 44 — Petticoats: (a) Punt, Naville (1898); (b) Punt, Djeser-Djesem; 
(c) to (e) Enggano, Modigliani (1894); (f) Enggano, Rijksmuseum. 
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this is usually a belt which goes back towards the chest; and also made of 
woven rattan and plant fibers. 


The hair of the chief s wife, like that of her daughter’s and other Puntites 
shown on the relief, is bound with a headband encircling their head 
above the brows and tightened at the back. 


(g) (h) (i) 


Figure 45 - Headbands: (a) and (b) Punt, Mariette (1877); (c) Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; 


(d) Enggano, Modigliani (1894); (e) to (g) Enggano, Rijksmuseum, 


(h) Enggano; (i) Mentawai. 
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Modigliani (1894) describes the headband of the Engganese for men as a 
small circle, horse or boar hair fabric and adorned with feathers of 
various colors. It is called epruru cdio^ means pig bristles. The Rijksmuseum 
notes that the Engganese headband was produced and worn by adult 
women and priests. The generic name for headband is tali. The 
headbands were worn in daily activities. Because of the long hair that 
Engganese men had earlier, these bands were very snitable to keep the 
hair bent off the face. Priests in daily life were recogni 2 able by, among 
others wearing a tali (Kruyt 1938). 

CURLED HEAD WEARS 

The other type of the headwear is a hat protruding upward and curled at 
its extremity. The Puntite’s curled hat is similar to the Engganese 
mourning hat. Modigliani (1894) describes the mourning hat, tcidua^ as 
special sign on the head, a strange cap made of pandanus or nipa leaf 
resembling a Phrygian cap. The Rijksmuseum notes that the mourning 



(d) (e) 

Figure 46 — Curled dead wears: (a) Punt, Mariette (1877); 

(b) to (c) Enggano, Modigliani (1894); (d) and (e) Enggano, Rijksmuseum. 
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hat is worn by a widower during the three months that the mourning 
period lasts. The curi should point backwards. 


The chief of Punt as well as his wife wear necklaces of alternate bead and 
chain work round their throats. Similar chained bead necklaces are worn 
by the Great Barrier islanders until today. Modigliani (1894) described 
bead necklaces are for women, worn during festivals in Enggano. 
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(i) (k) (1) 



(m) . 

Figure 47 — Necklaces (continued): Q) to (1) Enggano, Modigliani (1894); 
(m) Basemah culture prehistoric stones; (n) Mentawai; (o) Nicobar. 


However, it is also possible that they were worn by men. The 
Rijksmuseum described that they are made with imported beads; in the 
19th century and perhaps even before that, are a popular commodity. 
Often, such chains were provided with a decoration of pieces of a 
nautilus shells. It motifs were carved out. 

Bracelets and Anklets 

The chief of Punt wears bracelets on his wrists while his wife wears 
bracelets on her wrists and anklets on her ankles. 

The Rijksmuseum describes that bracelet and anklet in Enggano are worn 
around the upper arms, wrists and ankles. They are made of woven dried 
leaves and ornamented with beads or as chaplets. Another type is from 
akar bahar (Anthipathes sp)^ a sea plant that would ward off illness. 
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The left leg of the chief, Parehu, is covered with a bracing of rings. Pre- 
historic stones found in Lahat Regency bordering the province of 
Bengkulu shows men wearing bracing of rings on both sides of the 
stones. These stones belong to the Basemah culture, the most renowned 
is Batu Gajah (‘'Elephant Stone”), now in the Palembang Museum, South 
Sumatera. Basemah people was an ancient group of peoples mainly 
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G) . ® . . 

Figure 49 — Bracing of rings (continued): 0 and (k) various Basemah culture prehistoric 
stones, South Sumatera; 0 Batu Bergores, Negeri Geleng, Jambi. 

inhabited the southwestern and Southern Sumatera. They had great 
influence to other peoples inhabited Western, Central and northern 
Sumatera, such as Lampung, Rejang, Kerinci and Batak. Ring bracing is 
still in use today by the peoples of Padaung and Kayan tribes in Myanmar 
and several Dayak peoples in Kalimantan (Borneo). 

Daggers and Machetes 

The chief of Punt wears only a loincloth with a belt in which a dagger is 
fixed. In one scene, his left hand holds a curved weapon probably with 
sheath. Most of the Puntites hold this kind of weapon in every scene. The 
inscription on the colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru also mentions that this 
weapon is a product called the damu of the Puntites (Naville 1898). 
Looking at the shape, these curved weapons assembles machetes which 
are known as golok in Indonesia and widely used for house, farm and 
forest Works as well as for weapon. 

Modigliani (1894) mentions that the name of the Engganese dagger is 
eohodri, He also gives a list of other weapons: epHti cacuhia^ ie a large knife, 
the other epeiti canohe^ a beautiful knife because of most ornate work. 
Epacamdio^ epochipo and afiia^ are used to cut wood in the forest and to 
work having wide blades which cacuhia would not resist. Other smaller 
knives that are used for culinary uses and for small jobs are called 
eachiebdra and edo. Helfrich (1891) mentions that the Engganese term for 
'Lnife” is pakamai. 
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Figure 50 - Daggers and machetes: (a) to (c) Punt, Naville (1898); 
(d) to (Q Punt, Djeser-Djeseru; (g) to (i) Enggano, Modigliani (1894) 
0 to 0 Enggano, Rijksmuseum. 
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(m) (n) (o) 

Figure 50 — Daggers and machetes (continued): (m) to (o) Indonesia and Malaysia. 


Epacamdio (Modigliani) and pakamai (Helfrich) are the same terms which 
mean ‘"machete” or '‘knife”, or generally working tool or weapon 
composed of a sharp blade attached on a hilt. Epacamdio is the Italian style 
of the word pakamai^ so pakamai is the native term. If we remove the 
prefix pa then the root is kamai, The Djeser-Djeseru inscription bearing 
the term damu (read kh'a'mu) for the Puntite weapon is the 

Egyptian tongue and hieroglyphic writing of the terms kamai, Engganese 
language is in particular having been isolated from language expansion in 
the Western Indonesia. Nothofer (1986, 1994) refers to this language as 
'Talaeo-Hesperonesian”. 

The Rejangese call imeu for a curved weapon in a shape of a tiger’s claw. 
The word imeu is phoneticaUy resembles very closely the inscribed damu, 

The karamhit (West Sumateran kuramhik or karamhiaH) is a small 
Southeast Asian hand-held, curved knife resembling a claw. Known as 
kerambit in its native Indonesian and Malay, it is also called karamhit in the 
Philippines and in most Western countries. If we remove the infix then 
the root is kambit^ the same root as the Engganese kamai,, which 
phoneticaUy resembles the inscribed damu, 

Typical vegetation in Southeast Asia is woodier and the machete is 
therefore optimized for a stronger chopping action with a heavier blade 
and a ‘‘sweet spot” further forward of the handle; the blade is also 
beveled more obtusely to prevent it from binding in the cut. Parang is a 
coUective term for swords, big knives and machetes haiUng from aU over 
the archipelago. A go/ok is a cutting tool, simUar to a machete that comes 
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in many variations and is found throughout the archipelago. It is used as 
an agricultural tool as well as a weapon. The word go/ok (sometimes 
misspelled in English as ‘‘goUock”) is of Indonesian origin but is also 
used in Malaysia and is known as gu/ok or bo/o in the Philippines. In 
Malaysia the term is usuaUy interchangeable with the longer and broader 
parang, In the Sundanese region of West Java it is known as bedog, The 
badik or badek is a knife or dagger developed by the Bugis and Makassar 
people of Southern Sulawesi. 

Non PuNTiTE Products 

The waU-sculptures on the middle colonnade of Djeser-Djeseru also 
show non Puntite products, such as giraffes, long-horned catde, Southern 
and northern African leopards, gold, bows and ostrich eggs. NaviUe 
(1898) describes them as those which are supposed to come from the 
Southern Countries, the regions of the Upper Nile, inhabited by the 
negroes. 

As in the case of Punt, great quantities of gold, machetes and ebony were 
also produced in the Southern Countries. We can see also a macaque 
climbing a betel palm tree, seemingly the same animal and tree that were 
brought from Punt by the expedition which then bred or cultivated in the 
Southern Countries. 



Figure 51 — Non Puntite products: (a) giraffe (Duemichen 1869); (b) giraffe (NaviUe 1898); 
(c) long-horned catde (Duemichen 1869). 
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Figure 51 — Non Puntite products (continued): (d) long-horned cattie (Naville 1898); 

(e) Southern and northern African leopards (Naville 1898); (f) gold (Naville 1898); 

(g) bows (Naville 1898); (h) ostrich eggs (Naville 1898). 

Naga People 

In the 12th Dynasty, Punt was celebrated in Egyptian literature in The 
Tak of the Shipwrecked Sailor in which an Egyptian sailor converses with 
‘‘Great Serpent” who calls himself the ‘‘Lord of Punt” and sends the 
sailor back to Egypt laden with gold, spices, incense, elephants’ tusks, and 
precious animals. “Serpent” in the Austronesian as well as Sanskrit 
languages is naga, The author interprets the serpent met by the Egyptians 
as the Naga people, possibly the serpent-worshipers, who historicaUy 
inhabited the Southeast Asian islands. The ''Great Serpent” means the 
chief of the Nagas who caUed himself as the Lord of Punt, since the term 
''great” translated from the Egyptian hieroglyphics means ‘‘chief ’ likewise 
“the Great Punt” is meant “the Chief of Punt”. 

The Tak of the Shipwrecked Sailor caused a change in the Egyptians’ 
understanding about the Land of Punt to become a myth because of the 
emergence of a mythological serpent who conversed with humans. 
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However, the story is derived from a papyms that the writer may 
embellished it with the things from the myths. 

The early-century CE Tamil epic Manimekhalai States an island between 
Sri Lanka and Java — presumably Sumatera — inhabited by the 
cannibalistic Nagas. The Capital of Java was mentioned as Nagapuram, 
suggests that Java was also inhabited by the Nagas, in which their kings 
were Bhumichandra and Punyaraja who claimed descent from Indra. 

In Sri Lanka and Southern India, a place associated with the Nagas by 
Manimekhalai is Puhar, the Capital of the Cholas, which was once the 
Capital of the Nagas who were driven out by the first Chola king 
Muchukunta with the aid of the Indra’s demon. The sister epic 
Silappadikaram compares Puhar with the Naga Capital, and Puhar has been 
known as Nagaram or Pattinam. The Naga people appear until the third 
century BCE as a distinct group in the early Sri Lankan chronicles as weU 
as early Tamil literary works. In the 3rd century BCE they started to 
assimilate to Tamil language and culture, and lost their separate identity. 

There are modern people with the same name inhabiting the northeastern 
part of India and northwestern Myanmar. The Nagas being left 
undisturbed for such a long time, have retained the culture of the most 
ancient times till today. Some authorities traced their origin to the head- 
hunters of Malay and the races of Southern Seas. The folktale, folk songs 
and legends of the Nagas pointed their origin to the southeast. The Nagas 
custom and culture are similar to those tribes in the Southern Seas in 
many aspects. The embroidery on the Naga clothes resembles the kind 
done on the Indonesian clothes. The Nagas uses the cowries-sheUs and 
conch-shells in decorating their kilts, must have used marine sheUs during 
their sojourned and acquired the knowledge from the Southern Seas. 
Shakespeare, who wrote the history of Assam, also wrote that the Nagas 
are resembled to those tribes of Dayaks and they loved the marine-sheUs, 
which is not found in the Naga viUages. Headhunting practice was 
common up to the 20th century and may stiU be practiced in isolated 
Naga tribes of Myanmar. Their many customs and way of life like 
headhunting, dormitory system, tattooing, platform burial, looms. 
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terraces rice field and so on very similar to that of those living in the 
remote parts of Southeast Asia indicates that their ancient abode was near 
the sea, if not in some islands. 

Naga is a deity or a class of mythological beings found in Hinduism and 
Buddhism. They dwell in underground premises of the Earth. There are 
legends about Nagas in the folklore of present tribe of Southern India 
(Adivasis) and the aboriginals of Australia. In these legends, the Nagas 
inhabited a large continent that existed somewhere in the Pacific Ocean. 
It sank and the remnants of it formed the archipelago. These Nagas are 
mythologicaUy have developed a subterranean civilization technologicaUy 
much more advanced than ours and they are thought to possess 
superhuman powers. 

In a Cambodian legend, the Nagas were a reptiUan race of beings who 
possessed a large empire or kingdom in the Southern Sea region. The 
seven-headed Naga serpents depicted as statues on Cambodian temples 
such as Angkor Wat possibly represent the seven races within the Naga 
society. 

Almost every temple in Indonesia is decorated with serpent heads called 
Makara, as well as houses, musical instruments and other ornamental arts. 
The Javan Naga is usually described as a protector or guardian, so 
commonly found in the carved gates, entrances, stairs or steps with a 
belief to protect the buildings he occupies. 

In Chinese art, dragons are usually depicted as a snake-like creature that is 
long, scaly, quadruped and horned. The Chinese dragon symbolizes 
strength and good luck, especiaUy escorting water, rain and flooding. In 
the terminology of yin and yang’, dragon is a 'y^ng’ (male) that 
complements Tenghuang’ (the Chinese phoenix) that is a yin’ (female). 
The Chinese dragon emblems the authoritative and magical culture. 

Maritime Market System 

Maritime Southeast Asia consists of more sea than land. There is the 
Malay peninsula, several large islands and tens of thousands of smaU 
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islands. It is not surprising therefore that from the early times, power in 
Southeast Asia was associated with maritime market system. 

The creation of a market system took place as early as the Pleistocene, 
with the advent of specialization and the start of the Neolithic Age. The 
earliest signs of the market system at work can be seen with the advent of 
bartering within tribes. Open-air or tented marketplaces were developed 
where merchants had their shops and where craftsmen made and sold 
their wares. The marketplaces are not only places for the purchase of 
goods, they are also places for the people to gather for many other 
purposes. The marketplaces were developed near river-mouths or other 
strategic waterways. Rice and other agricultural products were shipped 
down to them on the rivers from the more fertile and productive 
uplands. In exchange for their rice and other agricultural products, they 
received salt and dried fish from the downstream centers, and a variety of 
imported goods — precious metalware, ceramics and cloth in particular, 
often produced as far away as India and China. 

The demands of growing business and trade caused a money system to be 
developed. Earliest forms of money would usuaUy be specie, or 
commodity money, examples range from seasheUs, to tobacco leaves, to 
large round rocks, to beads. 

SmaU islands were, along with aUuvial vaUeys, a favored area for early 
settlement because of their abundance of fish and Coastal palms, and the 
defensive advantages which local knowledge of reefs and passages 
provided. Many of the major river estuaries, on the other hand, were 
dangerously malarial until tamed for permanent rice fields. This left a role 
in some of the crucial sea-lanes to the boat- or island-dweUing orang laut 
C'sea people”). 

In line with population growth, those marketplaces also grew bigger, and 
generaUy transformed into seaports. The first dominant seaport to arise in 
the archipelago was Sriwijaya in Sumatera. From the 5th century, the 
Capital, Palembang, became a major seaport and functioned as an 
entrepot on the Spice Route between India and China. Sriwijaya’s wealth 
and infiuence faded when changes in nautical technology in the lOth 
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century enabled Chinese and Indian merchants to ship cargo direcdy 
between their countries and also enabled the Chola State in Southern 
India to carry out a series of destmctive attacks on Sriwijaya’s 
possessions, ending Palembang’s entrepot function. 

The great trading port of Malaka was founded at the beginning of the 
15th century. Malaka grew to become the major trading port in Southeast 
Asia. The Chinese under the Ming dynasty had decided that they would 
establish direct trading links in the region. China extended its protection 
to Malaka and this helped to deter other regional challenges to its power. 
Islam arrived with traders from India in the late 13th and 14th centuries 
and its influence had spread to the extent that by the mid-15th century, 
Malaka, the pre-eminent trading port in Southeast Asia, was a Muslim 
sultanate. 

In an effort to break the Arab monopoly on trade between Europe and 
Asia, the Portuguese decided to establish direct trading Unks in Asia. 
Portugal was the first European power to establish a bridgehead on the 
lucrative maritime Southeast Asia trade route, with the conquest of the 
Sultanate of Malaka in 1511. The Netherlands and Spain followed and 
soon superseded Portugal as the main European powers in the region. In 
1599, Spain began to colonize the PhiUppines. In 1619, acting through 
the Dutch East India Company, the Dutch took the city of Sunda 
Kelapa, renamed it Batavia (now Jakarta) as a base for trading and 
expansion into the other parts of Java and the surrounding territory. In 
1641, the Dutch took Malaka from the Portuguese. Economic 
opportunities attracted Overseas Chinese to the region in great numbers. 
In 1775, the Lanfang Republic, possibly the first repubUc in the region, 
was established in West Kalimantan, Indonesia, as a tributary State of the 
Qing Empire; the republic lasted until 1884, when it fell under Dutch 
occupation as Qing influence waned. 

Malay language, first developed around the estuary of Batanghari River in 
Sumatera, dominated the regions of Southeast Asia. Malay language 
shows the closest relationship to most of the other languages of 
Minangkabau, Kerinci, Rejang, and is clearly, but not so closely, related to 
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the other Austronesian languages of Kalimantan, Java and to the Cham 
languages of Vietnam. Malay language spread through interethnic contact 
and trade across the archipelago as far as the Philippines. This contact 
resulted in a lingua franca that was called Bazaar Malay {melayu pasar^ 
'‘market Malay”). It is generally believed that Bazaar Malay was a pidgin, a 
grammatically simplified means of communication that develops between 
two or more groups that do not have a language in common. Bazaar 
Malay is still used to a limited extent in Singapore and Malaysia. 

The Malay word for "'market” is pekan^ derived from Old Malay pakan, 
Expression of “hari pekan” is known in some regions means “the day 
when the market is held”, which is usually held in the interval of seven 
days (a week), then pekan is the common term for “week”. Pekan is also 
the term for the larger residential areas, mainly because these areas were 
developed from marketplaces. In the more advanced development, pekan 
becomes a term for a trading town. Pekanbaru, Pekan Labuhan, Pekan 
Nagori Dolog and Pekan Perigi in Sumatera; Pekan in Pahang, Malaysia; 
and Pekan Tutong in Brunei, are some of the places named after the 
trading town. 

The Land of Punt in Egyptian hieroglyphs, transliteration p-wn- 

nt, Gardiner Code {Q3 E34 N35 XI N25} are spelled pwenet, The last 
sign is the determinative for country,, land. The feminine “t” ending was not 
pronounced during the New Kingdom, then the pronunciation is pwene or 
puene, Pmne is likely the pakan or pa^an in Old Malay. The Egyptians were 
continuously in trading relationship with the Puntites, as recorded in their 
history from the 4th to the 26th Dynasties (27th — 6th centuries BCE). 
They recognized the marketplace in Punt as what the people called pakan,, 
“the market”, or the trading place. 

In the Rejang language, pun means “tree” (Malay: pohon), In a broader 
sense, “trees” can be meaningful as “forest” or “garden”. There is 
another possibility that pwene was derived from pun, meaning “trees”, as 
the Egyptians saw many trees, or forest, in the Land of Punt than in their 
region that they saw only few trees. 
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The probable place for the trading between them was in Southwest 
Sumatera, the present province of Bengkulu, where it was easily reached 
from the Indian Ocean. The Enggano Island is located off that coast of 
which the andent culture of Bengkulu is stiU can be portrayed from the 
isolated Engganese. The andent Bengkulu people was the cradle of the 
Neo-Malayan, spreads almost the whole archipelago. 

Tropical, Eastern Region 

The colonnade reUefs at Djeser-Djeseru are dearly show tropical flora 
and fauna, culture and sodal Ufe of its inhabitants in the Land of Punt in 
great details. The scenes include betel palm trees, ebony trees, incense 
trees, ivory, gold/electrum, cinnamon wood, khesit wood, balsam, resin, 
tortoise sheUs, cows, macaques, monkeys, dogs, leopards and a wide 
variety of fishes, which dearly show specific of a green tropical region 
with high intensity of rainfall. One of the inscriptions at the site also 
mentions that the Land of Punt is a ‘‘green land”. The inscription on a 
damaged stela found at Tel Defenneh dedares a miracle and a blessing 
that there was rain upon the Mountain of Punt in late December/early 
January also indicate a tropical region in the range of Southern 
hemisphere. 

The obsidians uncovered during the excavations at Wadi Gawasis along 
with cargo boxes bearing painted hieroglyphic text describing the 
contents as the “wonderful things of Punt” indicate that the Land of 
Punt is located in a volcanic region. 

Archaeological evidence suggest that short-horned cows were present in 
Egypt around 2000 BCE, almost coincidence with the Egyptian 
expeditions to Punt. It becomes an indications that the Punt expeditions, 
in which cow is one kind of the trading animals, were towards the East. 

The Egyptians called the Land of Punt Ta Netjer or the Land of the 
Gods. Since Ra, the sun god, held a very important place in the Egyptian 
pantheon, it is believed that Punt was referred to as the Abode of the 
Gods and its location is in the east, in the direction of the sunrise. 
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Location Hypothesis 

The most probable place that allows for trade between the Egyptians and 
the Puntite is around the Bengkulu coast in southwestern Sumatera, 
where the region is easily accessed from the Indian Ocean by ships. 
Enggano Island is located just offshore where the andent culture of 
Bengkulu can stiU be portrayed by the Engganese isolated population. 
Bengkulu has been inhabited from prehistoric times. Most go into the 
interior, while others inhabit Coastal areas. Andent Bengkulu, which is 
now composed of the peoples of Rejang, Serawai/Pasemah, Kaur, 
Lembak and Ketahun, is the cradle of the Neo-Malayan, which spread 
almost all over the archipelago. 

When early European explorers and traders came to the island, they 
found widespread abandoned alluvial and underground gold workings. 
The extensiveness of some of these workings suggests the presence of a 
very large, organized workforce, where large grinding stones and dassical 
gold coins have been found. Waste material found in the vicinity of 
Lebongdonok contains mixture of gold and silver, suggesting it was the 
gold mine site of Punt. 

Styrax trees producing benzoin resin are found a lot in the Bukit 
Duabelas National Park, part of the Kerinci-Seblat National Park, in the 
area of Barisan Mountain Range in the Bengkulu and Jambi Provinces. 
The Rejangese inhabit this region. Place names like Bukit Kemenyan 
C'benzoin hiU”) and Tanjung Kemenyan (''benzoin peninsula’’) around 
this region indicate that styrax trees were cultivated in the region. Kerinci 
high valley north of Bengkulu, where the Kerinci people inhabit, is the 
origin of cinnamon trees. Legends among the Bengkulu and Lampung 
tribes also tell stories related to contacts with foreign traders. 

Linguistic and alphabet studies of the Rejang culture conducted by 
among others Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles (1817), J Park Harrison 
(1896), EEEG Schroder (1927) and MA Jaspen (1983) show some 
correlations to the andent Egyptian and Phoenician. A study by Dhani 
Irwanto (2015) shows that the Scripts of Rencong (or Ancung) in Kerinci, 
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Rejang in Bengkulu and Lampung in Southern Sumatera are closely 
resemble the Phoenician’s Proto-Sinaitic rather than the Indian’s Brahmi. 
These three regions of Sumatera were very litrie influenced by Indian 
culture in their history. 

Based on the evidence above, the author make a hypothesis that the Land 
of Punt is located around the Bengkulu coast, in southwestern Sumatera. 
This region is easily accessed from the Indian Ocean. The possible 
locations of the port of Punts are Ipuh, Bengkulu City, Mana and 
Bintuhan. The most probable is the Bengkulu City, for the reasons that 
the coast conditions support the ships to harbor and the closest distance 
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to the main Rejang culture, the styrax habitat and the ancient gold mine 
of Lebong Donok. A new port was build at the area of Pulau Baai in 
1984. The bay existed at the site and the gentle slope of the coast 
facilitate a good place for harboring. 

The English East India Company (EIC) established a pepper-trading 
center and garrison at Bengkulu City (Bencoolen) in 1685. In 1714 the 
British built Fort Marlborough, which still stands. The trading post was 
never profitable for the British, being hampered by a location which 
Europeans found unpleasant, and by an inability to find sufficient pepper 
to buy. It became an occasional port of caU for the EIC’s East Indiamen 
sailing ships. Despite these difficulties, the British persisted, maintaining 
their presence for roughly 140 years before ceding it to the Dutch as part 
of the Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1824 in exchange for Malacca. Bengkulu 
remained part of the Dutch East Indies until the Japanese occupation in 
World War II. 

The other probable locations are Ipuh, Manna and Bintuhan. At Ipuh, 
there is no bay that could protect the ships to harbor but the coast slope 
is gentle. It is said that there was an ancient marketplace at Ipuh. Manna 
is an old town and marketplace that has been registered in the European 
maps from as early as the 16th century. Serawai, the second largest tribe 
in Bengkulu after Rejang, inhabit the area around Manna, among others 
in the districts of Talbot, Seluma, Talo, Pino, Kelutum, Manna and 
Seginim. 

From the discussion above and the abundance amount of converging 
evidence, it is clearly reasonable to theorized that the Land of Punt is 
Sumatera. In connection with the Land of Punt as the ancestral land of 
the ancient Egyptians, it can be concluded that the ancestral land of the 
Egyptians is Sumatera, with the most probable location is in the 
Bengkulu region. 
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The Phoenicians 

The Phoenicians was an ancient civilization composed of independent 
city-states which lay along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea stretching 
through what is now Syria, Lebanon and northern Israel, though some 
colonies later reached the Western Mediterranean and even the Atlantic 
and Indian Oceans, the most famous being Carthage. AU were fiercely 
independent, rival cities and, unlike the neighboring inland States, the 
Phoenicians represented a confederation of maritime traders rather than 
a defined country. Phoenician city-states began to take form ca 3200 
BCE and were firmly established by ca 2750 BCE. Phoenicia thrived as 
a maritime trader and manufacturing center from ca 1500 — 330 BCE 
and was highly regarded 
for their skiU in ship- 
building, glass-making, 
the production of dyes 
and an impressive level 
of skUl in the 
manufacture of luxury 
and common goods. As 
Egyptian and Near 
Eastern documents 
record, the Late Bronze 
Age {ca 1600 — 1200 
BCE) was a time of 
economic prosperity for these trading centers. With the decline of 
Egyptian influence about 1200 BCE, the cities were freed from foreign 
domination. The ultimate coUapse of Egyptian power in the region 
occurred about 1175 BCE at the hands of the Sea Peoples, of whom the 
best known are the PhiUstines. By the late 8th century BCE, the 
Phoenicians, alongside the Greeks, had founded trading posts around the 
entire Mediterranean. Sea traders from Phoenicia and Carthage (a 
Phoenician colony traditionally founded in 814 BCE) even ventured 
beyond the Strait of Gibraltar as far as Britain in search of tin. 
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For more than a thousand years, the Phoenicians sailed under different 
flags in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, the Red Sea and the Indian 
Ocean. The first recorded appearance of the Phoenicians in the Indian 
Ocean is connected with the establishment of the port of Ezion-Geber 
in 950 BCE. It is also possible for them to sail by their own trading 
expeditions since they knew about the benefits of sailing to the Far East. 
There is no doubt they were capable of Crossing vast oceans using 
currents and winds. 

The Phoenicians were famed in Classical Greece and Rome as ‘'traders in 
purple”, referring to their monopoly on the precious purple dye of the 
murex snail, used, among other things, for royal clothing, and for the 
spread of their alphabet. The trade of precious commodity also involved 
precious gems, where rubies and diamonds were first cut and pohshed in 
India (Greater India, including Southeast Asia). The most credible 
scholars knew that the Phoenicians were very secretive with the sources 
of their trading empire. The source of the materials and the recipe for 
the preparation of the dye solution are still in mystery. 

The main natural resources of the Phoenician cities in the eastern 
Mediterranean were the prized cedars of Lebanon. Phoenician artisans 
were skiUed in wood, ivory, and metalworking, as well as textile 
production. The Phoenicians used the cedar of Lebanon for building 
commercial and military ships, as weU as houses, palaces and temples. 
There is no evidence of ancient cedar forests in Lebanon; the current 
cedar trees could very weU have been transplanted from elsewhere during 
ancient times. Other than that, the stories of tin credibly involve the 
Phoenician. The mystery still remains as to where the Phoenicians 
truly arose from, certainly not from the Mediterranean region because 
there is no story about it. There is no history of Indian sailors trading 
on the open seas; for they were better known as brokers or middlemen 
for the sake of logistics. The secretive of the Phoenicians makes 
unanswered question from where the Phoenicians arose. 

The oldest attested form of the name Phoenicia is the Mycenaean po-m- 
ki-jo, Po- ni-ki, ultimately borrowed from Ancient Eg)q)tian fnhw (fenkhu) 
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meaning ‘‘Asiatics, Semites”. Herodotus’ account (written ca 440 BCE) 
refers to the myths of lo and Europa {tiistory^ 1:1): 

‘‘According to the Persians hest infomed in history^ the Phoenicians hegan the quaml 
These people, who had formerlj dwelt on the shores of the Erythraean Sea, having 
migrated to the Mediterranean and settled in the parts which thejj now inhahit, 
hegan at once^ they say, to adventure on long voyageSy freighting their vessels mth the 
wares ofEgypt andAsyria 

The Indian Ocean was formerly named the Erythraean Sea (Herodotus, 
Dicaearchus, Eratosthenes, Posidonius and Strabo), where the 
Phoenicians formerly dwelt and need long voyages to migrate to the 
Mediterranean. Implicit in this account is that the Phoenicians were 
originated from the ‘‘East” or ‘‘Asiatic” at the shore of the Indian Ocean. 

Velikovsky (2006) relates the name Phoenicia to pontifex^ which means 
‘‘high priest”. The word ‘‘pontiff ’ is not of Latin origin. It is not derived 
from '‘pons”, but probably from ‘Tunt”. When it is said that Hatshepsut, 
after visiting Punt, built a ‘"punt” for the god Amon, this means a sacred 
place of worship. By erecting a ‘"punt” in Egypt, Hatshepsut also 
introduced the institution of the high priest, copying the Service of the 
temple in Jerusalem, built on a Phoenician model. 

Solomon’s alliance with Hiram, the king of the Phoenicians, explains the 
strong Phoenician influence in the life of the kingdoms of Judah and 
Israel. This influence is stressed in the scriptures in the story of the 
erection of the temple, built with the help of Hiram, who provided 
Solomon with building material and with the chief craftsman, a man of 
Hebrew-Phoenician origin (I Kings 7:13-14). Also the common 
expedition to Ophir and the peaceful transfer of territory from the 
domain of one king to that of the other (7 Kings 9:11) might have 
brought it about that the whole of Palestine at that time was caUed 
Phoenicia. It is very likely that the Egyptian expeditions to the Land 
of Punt at the later period were also by the help of the Phoenicians. 

Perhaps the most significant contribution of the Phoenicians was an 
alphabetic writing system that became the root of the Western 
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alphabets. Linguistic and alphabet studies of the Rejangese culture 
conducted by among others Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles (1817), J Park 
Harrison (1896), EEEG Schroder (1927) and MA Jaspen (1983) show 
some correlations to the ancient Phoenician and Egyptian. The author 
makes comparisons among the three main groups of the Southern 
Sumateran Scripts: Rencong (or Ancung) in Kerinci, Rejang in Bengkulu 
and Lampung in Southern Sumatera, and the Proto-Egyptian and Proto- 
Sinaitic (Old Phoenician) as shown in Table 1 (Irwanto 2015). Also 
shown the Brahmin-influenced Scripts, Ugarit and the modern Latin. 

As we can see from the comparison, the Lampung, Rejang and Rencong 
closely resemble the Phoenician’s Proto-Sinaitic rather than the Indian’s 
Brahmi. These three regions of Sumatera were very little influenced by 
Indian culture in the past. The Phoenician alphabet was derived from 
Egyptian hieroglyphics and became one of the most widely used writing 
Systems, spread by Phoenician merchants across the Mediterranean 
World, where it evolved and was assimilated by many other cultures. 

Jones-Gregorio in 1994 made a study for his thesis about Egyptian 
and West Semitic words in the Rejangese culture base on Jaspen’s Rejang 
dictionary. He concludes that many of the Rejangese words seem to be 
unquestionably ancient Egyptian and Phoenician. 

The origins of the Egyptians as weU as the Phoenicians are probably the 
Land of Punt, Sumatera. We could speculate that the Egyptians were 
the earlier Puntites and the Phoenicians the later. During the Late Period 
much of Egyptian trade was in the hands of the Phoenicians and 
Greeks. A long history of contacts with the Egyptians made the Puntites 
(or the Sumaterans) learned from the Egyptians how to voyage and to 
trade luxurious goods of their products. It is natural that the producers 
always keen to sell their products directly to the costumers to gain their 
own profit. They allegedly had a cooperation with the Buginese in 
Sulawesi to build the ship. Buginese traders were frequently visited 
Bengkulu and Enggano Island in the ancient times for the trading of 
supreme quality coconuts (Helfrich 1891). The Rejangese alphabet is also 
related to the Buginese. The Buginese has the pmsi ship — phonetically 
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in close resemblance with the name 'Thoenicia” — which has been 
proven tough to sail the vast oceans. 

The abundance of wood with high quality in Sumatera could probably 
facilitate them to build more sophisticated ships than those of the 
Egyptians. The source of goods to trade, ie murex snail, incense, precious 
gems and cedar wood among others are typical of the Southeast Asian 
origins. Perhaps, these Puntites who had managed to do this trade were 
then called the Phoenicians, from the roots ‘Tunt”, “Pwene” or ‘"pinisi”. 
To have the monopoly of the Asian traded goods in the Mediterranean, 
the Phoenicians kept the secrecy of the sources until in the 18th 
century the Dutch and the British managed to explore the resources in 
great amount. The Indian Ocean Coastal people of Sumatera as well as 
the Buginese are renowned for their proficiency in trade. Their legends 
and songs also tell stories about oversea trading {merantau^ “to wander 
about”). The Buginese along with the Barito Dayak in Kalimantan are 
traced to have relationships to the Malagasy in the antiquity. 

Also, a long history of contacts with the Egyptians made the Puntites 
learn hieroglyphic writing, but then developed it further to become an 
alphabetic script. The Lampung, Rejang, Rencong and Bugis alphabets 
are the legacies of this script as has been discussed above. 


127 



L/ind ofPunt— In search of the divine land of the Egj/pdans 


Land of Ophir 

The renowned maritime skills of the Phoenicians amazed King Solomon 
(973 - 33 BCE) that he asked the King of Tyre to send him Phoenician 
carpenters and veteran sailors to join his fleet to the Land of Ophir in 
945 BCE (Kings 1:9-26). There is no exact certainty though about the 
location of the Land of Ophir. The geographical location of Ophir is 
described in exactiy the same way as the Land of Punt. Both countries lie 
'Tar away, to the south-east”; the ships set sail from a port on the Red Sea 
and the round voyage lasts three years. The goods brought from Ophir 
are more or less the same as those the Egyptians brought from Punt 
and their other ports. King Solomon received a cargo of gold, silver, 
"algum wood”, precious stones, ivory, apes and peacocks every three 
years. 

In pre-Islamic literature, Ophir is mentioned in the three pre-Islamic 
Arabic and Ethiopic sources: The Kitab-al- Magall^ the Cave of Treasure, 
and the Conflict of Adam and Eve with Satan. The Kitab al-Magall States that 
in the days of Reu, a king of Saba (Sheba) named "Pharoah” annexed 
Ophir and Havilah to his kingdom, and "built Ophir with stones of 
gold, for the stones of its mountains are pure gold”. The existence of the 
biblical Eldorado of the Land of Ophir (I Kings 10:11, II Chromcles 9:21) 
is beUeved to be the final destination of the Lost Tribes of Israel. In 
Genesis 10 (the Table of Nations) is said to be the name of one of the 
sons of Joktan. Joktan or Yoktan was the second of the two sons of 
Eber, the great grandson of Shem — the son of Noah. 

Onycha is one of the components of the consecrated Ketoret (incense) 
which appears in the Torah Book of Exodus (Exodus 30:34-36) and was 
used in the Jerusalem’s Solomon Temple. The internationally renowned 
Bible scholar Bochart stated, at one point in his research, that onjcha was 
actually benzoin, a gum-resin from the Styrax sp (Abrahams 1979), 
which is likely imported from Sumatera. Styrax benzoin was available 
via import to the biblical lands during the Old Testament era. 
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A passage may be cited from Josephus in his Antiquity of the Jem (93/94 
CE) in speaking of the pilots furnished to Solomon by Hiram of Tyre. 
Solomon gave his command that they should go along with his stewards 
to the land that previously called Ophir, but then the Aurea Chersonesus 
identified by the author as a region in Western Sumatera named 
Tanjungemas renowned in the ancient times for its gold mines, to fetch 
gold. From this he makes a definite statement, that Ophir and the Aurea 
Chersonesus are one. The 16th to 17th century maps mention Mount 
Ophir, which is the present-day Mount Talamau, located about 100 
kilometers (62 miles) northwest of Tanjungemas. The name Ophir was 
stiU in use until the Dutch colonial era to name a district which is now in 
the Pasaman Regency, West Sumatera Province. These are other evidence 
that Ophir is located in Sumatera. 

The author concludes that the location of the Land of Ophir is the same 
as the Land of Punt or in the adjacent areas. Both locations concerned 
the Egyptian and Near Eastern kings because of their richness of 
precious metals, wood, precious stones, fragrances, animals and forest 
products. As the Land of Punt is the ancestral land of the Egyptians, the 
same thing can be applied to the Land of Ophir. The memories recorded 
in the Egyptian and biblical documentations are allegedly sourced from 
the Land of Punt, or the Land of Ophir, which is Sumatera. 
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Aurea Chersonesus 

The 2nd century Ptolemy’s Geographia^ based on the work by Marinus of 
Tyre a century earlier, contains a region named Aurea Chersonesus, 
meaning the Golden Peninsula in Latin (XQi)afj XsQa6vriaog, Chryse 
Chersonesos in Ancient Greek). The Aurea Chersonesus is also shown 
on the mappa mundi of Andreas Walsperger, made in Constance around 
1448. 

It is not known if Ptolemy had any maps in his original Geographia. In any 
case, Renaissance scholars managed to reconstitute a series of maps from 
the tables of locations compiled in Geographia, The earliest surviving maps 
of these works came from the end of the 13th century. The first printed 
edition of Geographia with the reconstituted maps was pubUshed in Rome 
in 1477, thereby becoming the first ever printed adas of the world. 
Ptolemy, Uke many early geographers, believed the Indian Ocean to be a 
closed sea and maps based on Ptolemy’s work show Aurea Chersonesus 
to be located within a closed basin, though by the 8th century, Arab 
geographers were aware that the idea of the Indian Ocean as a close basin 
was mistaken. 

The series of maps contain twelve maps on Asia, in which the eleventh 
map (hence the name Undecima Asiae Tabula) depicts India Extra 
Gangem (India beyond the Ganges River) and Sinae (China). There is a 
region on the map labeled Aurea Chersonesus. As the name implies, the 
Renaissance mapmakers drew the region as a promontory protruding 
from the land labeled India Extra Gangem, and Barussae — a renowned 
port town of Barus in the western coast of Sumatera — is plotted as a 
group of small islands even though Ptolemy writes it as a cannibalist 
common place {quinw), Aurea Chersonesus is then typically acknowledged 
to be the Malay Peninsula. However, the author argues that Aurea 
Chersonesus is a place in western Sumatera caUed Tanjungemas 
renowned for its gold mines in the ancient time, as discussed below. 

The names and coordinates of various geographical features and 
settlements of the Aurea Chersonesus are given in Ptolemy’s Geographia,, 
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including towns and rivers. Ptolemy’s views concerning the geography of 
southeastern Asia was derived mainly from the works of his predecessor 
Marinus of Tyre, who had quoted the knowledge from the sailor 
Alexander who had visited Aurea Chersonesus. Of course, we can not 
expect a good accuracy of the coordinates because of the method of their 
measurements and most of them are derived from the information 
without knowing the exact locations. The latitudes of the places around 
the Aurea Chersonesus are only a few degrees from the equator, either 
South or north, or considering the method for measuring the latitudes in 
the time, it can be generally said that the region is in the proximity of the 
equator. Ptolemy could have been confused with the north or south 
latitudes of the places since he knew only the maximum hours of the day. 

There is a region in Sumatera named Tanjungemas, literally means the 
Golden Peninsula, now the name of a district in Tanahdatar Regency in 
the West Sumatera Province of Indonesia. The region is in the latitudes 
of between 0° 24” and 0° 33” south of the equator, so that it is in the 
proximity of the equator. The region is renowned for its gold mining in 
the ancient time and supposedly located in 
the land of origin of the Malays. Its 
location is in the upper Batanghari and 
Inderagiri Rivers where the miners 
allegedly use them to transport the product 
to the eastern coast of Sumatera. 

The region was in the proximity of the 
Capital city of Malayapura Kingdom (Letter 
Kingdom of Malay, also known as 
Pagaruyung Kingdom) founded by 
Adityawarman and presided over the 
Central Sumatera region between 1347 and 
1375, most likely to control the local gold 
trade. A Portuguese Tome Pires in Suma Oriental mentions a gold-rich 
area referring to this region in some time between 1513 and 1515. The 
first European to enter the region was Thomas Dias, a Portuguese 
employed by the Dutch governor of Malaka, who traveUed from the east 
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coast to reach the region in 1684. The primary local occupations at the 
time were gold panning and agriculture, he reported. The British 
Governor-General of Bencoolen Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles visited 
Pagaruyung in 1818, reaching it from the west coast. 

The author identifies various geographical features and their coordinates 
mentioned in the Geographia written by Ptolemy. Marinus apparently 
obtained the information from three separate notes of the regions, those 
are the mining region, the eastern coast region, and the piracy prone 
region, that made Ptolemy to plot them in different scale because of the 
inaccuracy of the data, and to give exaggeration on the mining region. 
Hence, three separate identifications are made, as foUow. 

Aurea Chersonesus Region 


The region of Aurea Chersonesus contains places names, a trading place 
{emporium), rivers (fluviu^ and promontories (promonf), The plot of their 
coordinates given by Ptolemy are as shown below. 



Figure 55 - Places in the region of Tanjungemas. Inset is the plot of places given by Ptolemy 
with his coordinate system. Numbers are related to the explanations in the text. 
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1. Balonca, place —^ Batusangkar 

Batusangkar is the Capital of the Tanah Datar Regency in West 
Sumatera Province, known as ''the city of culture”. The town is 
near the former seat of the Minangkabau royalty established by 
Adityawarman, the king of Malayapura (Letter Kingdom of Malay) 
in Pagaruyung in the 13th century, represented by the 
reconstructed Pagaruyung Palace. The town has the richest stone 
inscriptions in Sumatera left by Adityavarman, There was a Dutch 
outpost in the town established during the Padri War (1821 — 1837) 
known as Fort van der Capellen, built between 1822 and 1826. 

2 Tacola, emporium (trading place) Tikalak, Singkarak 

Singkarak is a district in the Solok Regency of West Sumatera 
Province, located on the shore of Lake Singakarak. Tikalak is a 
viUage near the main settlement of Singkarak District, also on the 
shore o f Lake Singkarak. Ptolemy mentions that the maximum 
hours of the day at Tacola is 1274 or about O'" 50’ in latitude. 
Singkarak and Tikalak have latitudes of about 40’ south of 
equator. 

3. Cocconagara, place Nagari Solok 

Solok, or previously known as Nagari Solok, is a town in the Solok 
Regency of West Sumatera Province. 

4. V 2 \ 2 iTA 2 i^fluvius (river), place Batang Lunto, Sawahlunto 

The names of Batang Lunto and Sawahlunto apparently came from 
the root name Lunto, a place in the bank of the junction of 
Ombilin River and Batang Lunto River. Batang Lunto (batang 
means "river”) is a tributary of the Ombilin River where 
supposedly irrigate the surrounding rice fields, hence named 
Sawahlunto (sawah means "rice field”). 

Sawahlunto is one of the mining towns in West Sumatera. It was 
first estabUshed as a town in 1882 by the Dutch along with their 
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coal mining operations. Coal was discovered in the mid-19th 
century by a Dutch geologist De Greve. Sawahlunto was a regency 
and is now a town in the West Sumatera Province. 

5. Chrysoana/Chrysoanu,^//^^/W (river) Sungaimas, Selo River and 
upper Ombilin River 

Chiyse in Greek means ''gold” and soana is allegedly from sungai- 
means “river”, hence Chrysoana means “the river of gold”. The 
Western side of Tanjungemas is bordered by Selo River, and a 
segment of Ombilin River between its junctions with the Batang 
Lunto and the Selo River. These rivers were apparently named 
Sungai Emas, meaning “River of Gold”, as the name is bore by a 
village named Sungaimas (also meaning “River of Gold”) located 
on the bank of the Selo River near the town of Batusangkar. 

6. Tharra, place Muara 

Muara or later known as Muara Sijunjung is a Capital town of 
Sijunjung Regency, West Sumatera Province, located on the bank 
of Kuantan River where it branches out into three rivers in the 
town. It was allegedly the entry point to navigate to Tanjungemas 
after the land route from the last navigation point in the upper 
Batanghari River at Padangroco, mentioned by Ptolemy as Attibam 
fluvius (river). 

7. fluvius (river); Sarabes, estuary —^ upper Batanghari River; 
Muarasabak 

Ptolemy writes that there was a separate river apart from the 
Chrysoanu fluvius (the Selo and the upper Ombilin Rivers) and the 
Palandas fluvius (the Batang Lunto River) around the region of 
Aurea Chersonesus (Tanjungemas) named Attibam fluvius^ 
geographicaUy located south of Tharra (Muara Sijunjung). This 
river is apparendy the upper Batanghari River (see Attaba fluvius 
hereafter) at around Padangroco. Furthermore, he writes that it was 
a part of a large river flowing southeastward (the Batanghari River) 
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which emptied at Sarabes (Muarasabak, see Zabaae and Attaba 
fluvius hereafter). 

Archaeological records show that people accessed Tanjungemas 
through Batanghari River as it was more navigable than the 
adjacent Inderagiri River. The uppermost point of the navigation 
was at Padangroco, allegedly a resting place - where later on 
Adityawarman built some temples in this area — before continuing 
through a land route to Muara Sijunjung. The estuary of the 
Batanghari River on the eastern coast of Sumatera, known as 
Muarasabak, then developed into a busy trading port, the center of 
the 7th century Malayu Kingdom (Earlier Kingdom of Malay) and 
the center of the Buddhist education, as evidenced by 
archaeological records, inscriptions and chronicles of the Indians, 
Chinese and Arabs. 

S. Promontorium (promontory) promontories on the coast of Lake 
Singkarak 

Ptolemy mentions two promontories around the Aurea 
Cheersonesus region. They apparently the place names prefixed 
with '‘tanjung” (means "promontory”) along the eastern coast of 
Lake Singkarak, such as Tanjungbatutebal, Tanjungbuluh, 
Tanjungaur, Tanjungtabing and Tanjungmuara. 

Eastern Coast Region 

The region of the eastern coast consists of place names, a river ifluvius)^ a 
bay {sinus) ^ a social body {civitas) and a trading place {emporium). The plot 
of their coordinates given by Ptolemy are shown on Figure 56. 

1. Perimula, place; Perimulicus, sinus (bay) —> Berhala Island, 
Bay/Strait of Berhala 

Berhala is now the names of a strait and a bay, and two small 
islands off the eastern coast of Sumatera near the city of Jambi. 
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Figure 56 — Places in the region of eastern coast. Inset is the plot of places given by Ptolemy 
with his coordinate system. Numbers are related to the explanations in the text. 


2. Coli, civitas (social body of citizens) —^ Kuala, Kualatungkal 

There are several places named with a prefix Kuala (means 
'‘estuary”) on the coast of the Berhala Bay. The most prominent 
one is Kualatungkal, which is an ancient town mostly occupied by 
the Banjar people from Kalimantan. 

3. A.tt 2 h 2 i, fluvius (river) Batang Sabak, Batanghari River 

There is a delta at the estuary of Batanghari River named 
Muarasabak, meaning the estuary of Sabak. It implies that the 
Batanghari River was previously called Batang Sabak (batang means 
'Tiver”). See also Zabas hereafter. 

4. Maleucolon, promontorium (promontory) Sungailokan, Tanjung 
Jabung 

Tanjung Jabung (tanjung ‘'promontory”) is a promontory at 

the eastern coast of Sumatera which ends the Berhala Bay 
(Perimulicus sinus) on the south. There is a village there named 
Sungailokan. 
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5. Sabana, emporium (trading place) —^ Jambi city, also see Sobani 
fluvius hereafter 

Jambi is the Capital city of Jambi Province located on the eastern 
coast of Central Sumatera on the bank of Batanghari River. It was 
the site of the Srivijaya Empire that engaged in trade throughout 
the Strait of Malaka and beyond. Jambi succeeded Palembang, its 
Southern economic and military rival, as the Capital of the kingdom. 
The movement of the Capital to Jambi was partly induced by the 
1025 raid by pirates from the Chola region of Southern India, 
which destroyed much of Palembang. 

The Jambi provincial administration is striving to have the ancient 
Muarojambi temple site at Muarojambi village not so far from the 
city of Jambi, recognized as a world heritage site. The site was a 
Buddhist education center that flourished during the 7th and 8th 
centuries and the temples are made from bricks similar to those 
used in Buddhist temples in India. The Nalanda inscription (860 
CE) talks about king Devapaladeva of Bengala (Pala Empire) who 
had granted the request of Sri Maharaja of Suvarnadvipa 
(Sumatera), Balaputra, to build a Buddhist monastery at Nalanda 
(present day Bihar State of Northeastern India). 

Jambi is mentioned in Chinese chronicles in the era of Sung 
Dynasty as Chan-pi (Slamet Muljana, 2006). The history of the 
Sung Dynasty describes that the king of San-fo-tsi (Suvarnabhumi, 
'‘the Land of Gold”) resided in Chan-pi. The messenger from 
Chan-pi came for the first time at the Emperor’s palace in 853 CE. 
The second messenger came also in 871 CE. This information 
incarnates that Chan-pi has appeared confined to China in those 
years. A Chinese chronicle by Ling Pio Lui (890 - 905 CE) also 
mentions Chan-pi to send a trade mission to China. EarUer from a 
Tang Chinese monk, Yijing, wrote that he visited the Buddhist 
education center in 671 CE for six months to learn Sanskrit 
grammar and Malay language. In the year 687 CE, he stopped in 
again on his way back to Tang China and stayed there for two years 
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to translate the original Sanskrit Buddhist scriptures into Chinese. 
He describes that the place was a center of Buddhism where 
foreign scholars gathered. 

PiRACY Prone Region 

The piracy prone region consist of place names, rivers (fluvius)^ a social 
body {civitas) and a trading place {emporium), It appears that these places 
are located along the Batanghari River which prone to piracy. The plot of 
their coordinates given by Ptolemy are shown below. 



Figure 57 — Places in the piracy prone region. Inset is the plot of places given by Ptolemy 
with his coordinate system. Numbers are related to the explanations in the text. 


/. Zabae, civitas (social body of citizens) —> Muarasabak 

According to Ptolemy, Marinus had quoted the sailor Alexander as 
journeying from the Golden Chersonese (Tanjungemas), ran from 
west to east, for a period of twenty days, until a port called Zabas 
was reached. From this point, he declared, ships sailed 
southeastward for a still longer period until the town of Cattigara 
(unidentified place) was reached. Ptolemy mentions that its 
maximum hours of the day is more than 12y4 or about 1° in 
latitude. Apparently, Zabae is the present-day Muarasabak (from 
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muara- ‘"estuary”, and Sabak), a delta at the estuary of the 
Batanghari River, supposedly a busy trading port in the ancient 
time. Its latitude is about 1^ south of equator. 

So many archaeological artifacts were found in Muarasabak, such as 
ancient boats, setdements, golden figurines and tombs, also 
potteries, ceramics, beads and pebbles thought to date from the 
Song Dynasty (11 th to 13th centuries CE). The Arab chronicle by 
Abu Zaid Hassan (916 CE) mentions the place as Zabag or Zabaj 
where there was an emperor of Sribuza (Srivijaya) there. Other 
Arab explorers and chronicles also mention it: Mas’udi (lOth 
century), Ibn Serapion {ca 950 CE), Ajaib al-Hind (ca 1000 CE), 
Mukhtasar al-AjaHh {ca 1000 CE), Al-Biruni’s India (early llth 
century), Marwasi {ca 1120 CE) and Al-Idrisi (mid-12th century). 
Several 16th to 17th century maps mention it as Saban or Sabi. 

2 Acadra, place Kotokandis 

Kotokandis is a viUage on the bank of the junction of the 
Batanghari River and its delta. There are ruins of Buddhist temples 
and finding of a Hindu bronze figurine of Dipalaksmi here and the 
adjacent Simpang village. There are also ancient tomb sites believed 
by the local people as the tombs of Orang Kayo Hitam, Putri 
Mayang Mangurai and Orang Kayo Pingai, the founders o f the 
Jambi Sultanate. 

3. Thipinobasti, emporium (trading place) —^ Suakkandis 

Suakkandis, previously known as Muarakumpeh, is a viUage on the 
bank of the junction of Batanghari River and its tributary, the 
Kumpeh River. Suakkandis was supposedly an ancient trading port 
where at present the majority of the population are fishermen. The 
Dutch used it as a trading post to control logistics to Muarasabak in 
the era of colonialism. 

4. Soh 2 im^fluvius (river) Lesser Jambi Stream, Muarojambi 
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There is a place on the bank of Batanghari River near the city of 
Jambi named Muarojambi, meaning ‘‘the estuary of Jambi”. A 
stream is there named Sungai Jambi Kecil, meaning “Lesser Jambi 
Stream”. Muarojambi is renown for the large Buddhist temple 
complex, supposedly used as the Buddhism learning center 
mentioned in ancient texts. 

5. Pagrasa, place Lubukrusa 

Lubukrusa is a small village on the bank of Batanghari River 
westward of the Jambi city. There is a tributary named 
Danaubangko River across this village so that it was prone to 
piracy. 

6. Samarade, place Muaratembesi 

Muaratembesi is a district on the bank of the junction of the 
Batanghari and the Tembesi Rivers so that it was prone to piracy. 
Muaratembesi is supposedly the center of the 6th to 7th centuries 
Malayu Kingdom (Earlier Kingdom of Malay). There is a ruin of a 
fort built by the Dutch. 

Sumatera: The Land of Gold 

Greek knowledge of lands further to their east improved after the 
conquests of Alexander the Great, but specific references to places in 
Southeast Asia did not appear until after the rise of the Roman Empire. 
Greek geographer Eratosthenes (ca 276 - 195/194 BCE) and Roman 
geographer Pomponius Mela (43 CE ) had written about Chryse Insula 
(“Land of Gold”). Roman philosopher Pliny (23 — 79 CE) in Natural 
History referred to Chryse. The Periplus of the Eiythraean Sea (between the 
Ist and 3rd centuries CE) refers to an island of Chryse, located furthest 
extremity towards the east of the inhabited world and lying under the 
rising sun itself. Dionysius Periegetes (about the end of the 3rd century) 
mentioned that the island of Chryse was situated at the very rising of the 
sun. Avienus (4th century CE) referred to the Insula Aurea (“Golden 
Island”) located where the Scythian seas give rise to the dawn. 
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The island of Chryse or Aurea argued by some in modem times as 
meaning Sumatera and equate it with Suvarnabhumi (‘Tand of Gold”) 
and Suvarnadvipa ('Island of Gold”), while including or excluding the 
Malay Peninsula. Many ancient sources such as the Mahavamsa (between 
543 BCE and 304 CE), some stories of the Jataka tales (around the 4th 
century BCE) and Milinda Panha (between 100 BCE and 200 CE) 
mention Suvarnabhumi. An inscription found at Padangroco (1286 CE), 
States that an image of Buddha Amoghapasa Lokeshvara was brought to 
Dharmasraya (Letter Kingdom of Malay) on the upper Batanghari River, 
transported from Bhumijava (Java) to Suvarnabhumi (Sumatera), and 
erected by the order of the Javanese mler Kertanegara. The inscription 
clearly identifies Suvarnabhumi as Tanjungemas, or Aurea Chersonesus 
by Ptolemy, which is located in Sumatera. A Majapahit chronicle 
Nagarakretagama (1336 CE) mentions Suvarnabhumi to refer Sumatera. 

An Indian text Samaraiccakaha (8th century CE) describes a sea voyage to 
Suvarnadvipa. These pointing out to the direction of Western part of 
insular Southeast Asia. Buddhist Bengali reUgious leader and master 
Atisha, Indian Brahmin Buddhist scholar and a professor of Nalanda 
Dharmapala, and the South Indian Buddhist Vajrabodhi had visited 
Suvarnadvipa which refer to the Buddhist learning center in Sumatera. 
An influential Indian Buddhist philosopher Dharmakirti who worked at 
Nalanda, a Srivijayan prince of the Sailendra dynasty, born around the 
turn of the 7th century in Suvarnadvipa. AU of these clearly identify 
Suvarnadvipa as Sumatera. 

A passage may be cited from Josephus in his Antiquity of the Jem (93/94 
CE) in speaking of the pilots furnished to Solomon by Hiram of Tyre. 
Solomon gave his command that they should go along with his stewards 
to the land that previously called Ophir, but then the Aurea Chersonesus, 
to fetch gold. From this he makes a definite statement, that Ophir and 
the Aurea Chersonesus are one. The 16th to 17th century maps mention 
Mount Ophir, which is the present-day Mount Talamau, located about 
100 kUometers (62 mUes) northwest of Tanjungemas. The name Ophir 
was still in used in the Dutch colonial era to name a district which is now 
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in the Pasaman Regency, West Sumatera Province. These are other 
indications that the Aurea Chersonesus and Ophir are Tanjungemas. 

While textual evidence may be ambiguous, there are plenty of physical 
evidence to indicate that Sumatera was the site of a flourishing gold 
mining industry in pre-historic times. When New Age European 
explorers and traders came to the island, they found widespread 
abandoned alluvial and underground gold workings. The extensiveness of 
some of these workings suggests the presence of a very large, organized 
workforce. Some of the larger sites include Lebongdonok in Bengkulu, 
where large grinding stones and classical gold coins have been found, 
underground excavations in palaeo-alluvials covered by volcanic deposits 
in Jambi, and Salido in West Sumatera. There is also archaeological 
evidence indicating that gold was melted and worked at Kotacina, which 
was a major trading center between the 12th and 14th centuries, located 6 
kilometers (3.7 miles) Southwest of Belawan in northeast Sumatera. 
Srivijaya Empire’s wealth and fame were mainly due to the reserves of 
gold found within its kingdom. In the 14th century, a senior minister of 
Majapahit Empire Adityawarman founded the Malayapura Kingdom 
centered near Tanjungemas and presided over the Central Sumatera 
region, most Ukely to control the local gold trade. 

EventuaUy, it can be concluded that the Aurea Chersonesus, Chryse 
Insula, Aurea Insula, Suvarnabhumi, Suvarnadvipa, Ophir and Punt refer 
to the same island, that is Sumatera, and specifically Tanjungemas is the 
most renowned in the pre-historic times. 
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JoiNiNG The Dots 

The Land of Punt, designated as Ta Netjer by the Ancient Egyptians 
which literally can be translated as the Land of the Gods, is the abode of 
the gods, and its location is toward the sunrise, the abode of the sun god 
Ra. The Land of Gods or the Divine Land can be interpreted as ''the land 
of the ancestors”, which means that the ancient Egyptians viewed the 
Land of Punt as their ancestral land. 

From the abundance amount of converging evidence, it is clearly 
reasonable to argue that the Land o f Punt is Sumatera. In connection 
with the Land of Punt as the ancestral land of the ancient Egyptians, it 
can be concluded that the Divine Land or the ancestral land of the 
Egyptians is Sumatera. 

Sumatera was known in the ancient time for producing gold, cinnamon, 
incense, camphor, spices and woods. Among those things, its flourishing 
gold mining industry is the most renowned so that Sumatera was referred 
to as Aurea Chersonesus, Chryse Insula, Aurea Insula, Suvarnabhumi, 
Suvarnadvipa, Ophir and Punt. 

In the early centuries CE, Indians and Westerners caUed Southeast Asia 
the "Land of Gold”, and it was not long thereafter that the region 
became known for its pepper and the products of its rainforests, first 
aromatic woods and resins, and then the finest and rarest of spices. 
Terms of "Silk Route”, "Gold Route”, "Incense Route”, "Ivory Route”, 
"Cinnamon Route” and "Spice Route” among others were created 
referring to routes to East and Southeast Asia. From the 7th to the lOth 
centuries Arabs and Chinese thought of Southeast Asia’s gold, as weU as 
the spices that created it; by the 15th century sailors from ports on the 
Atlantic, at the opposite side of the hemisphere, would sail into unknown 
oceans in order to find these Spice Islands. They all knew that Southeast 
Asia was the spice Capital of the world. From roughly 1000 CE until the 
nineteenth-century 'industrial age’, all world trade was more or less 
governed by the ebb and flow of spices in and out of Southeast Asia. 
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During three millennia o f pharaonic history Egyptians traded goods with 
other countries, while the Egyptian govemment tried to control this trade 
and profit from it. These induded cedar wood from Lebanon; ebony and 
ivory from Africa; incense, myrrh and oils from Punt; lapis lazuli from 
Afghanistan; gold from Nubia, and even the important metals copper and 
iron from their best allies. Occasionally, they bought mud pottery or 
horses from other civilizations. 

During the Late Period much of Egyptian trade was in the hands of 
Phoenicians and Greeks, who had settled in the Delta. Naukratis on the 
Western most arm of the Nile was for some time the only International 
port. The Persians under Darius I did much to further trade throughout 
their empire. The canal connecting the Nile and thus the Mediterranean 
with the Red Sea was re-excavated and remained in use until late Roman 
times. 

Shipbuilding was known to the Ancient Egyptians as early as 3000 BCE, 
and perhaps earlier. Ancient Egyptians knew how to assemble planks of 
wood into a ship huU, with woven straps used to lash the planks together, 
and reeds or grass stuffed between the planks helped to seal the seams. 
The Archaeological Institute of America reports that the earliest dated 
ship — 75 feet (23 meters) long, dating to 3000 BCE — may have possibly 
belonged to Pharaoh Aha. 

Austronesian traders had brought spices to African markets via a 
Southern maritime route. Cultural items that came from Southeast Asia, 
or at least tropical Asia, were diffused first to the southeastern coast of 
Africa before moving northward. An important factor in ascertaining the 
old spice routes from Southeast Asia is the trail of cloves from Maluku 
and the Southern Philippines north to South China and Indochina and 
then South again along the coast to the Strait of Malaka. From there the 
cloves went to India spice markets and points further west (MiUer 1969). 
UNESCO recognize the north-south direction of commerce through the 
Philippines as part of the ancient maritime spice route. The Philippine- 
Maluku hub persisted into Muslim times and is chronicled in Arabic 
historical and geographic writings. 
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The cinnamon route started in the cinnamon and cassia-producing 
regions of northern Indochina and Southern China and then likely 
proceeded from South China spice ports southward during the winter 
monsoon down the Philippine corridor. The route likely turned southeast 
at that point to Sumatera and/or Java to pick up different varieties of 
cinnamon and cassia along with ebony and benzoin. From southwestern 
Indonesia the voyage then took the Austronesian merchants across the 
great expanse of the Indian Ocean to Africa. 

SK** 
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The Land of Punt was an ancient trading partner of Egypt. It was 
known for producing and exporting gold, incense, aromatic resins, 
ebony, ivory, tortoise shells and wild animals. The region is known 
from ancient Egyptian records of trade expeditions to it. 

The ancient Egyptians called the Land of Punt the Divine Land or the 
Land of Gods. When interpreted as “holy land” or “land of the 
ancestors”, meant that the ancient Egyptians viewed the Land of Punt 
as their ancestral homeland, and its location is toward the sunrise, the 
abode of the sun god Ra. 

The exact location of the Land of Punt is unknown. Through the 
centuries debate goes on with scholars and historians on every side 
offering plausible supports for their claims. 

After gathering abundance of converging evidence, the author argues 
that the Land of Punt is located in Sumatera, Indonesia. In connection 
with the Land of Punt as the ancestral land of the ancient Egyptians, it 
can be concluded that the Divine Land or the ancestral land of the 
Egyptians is Sumatera. 
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